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Hijacker surrenders 

LAS PALMAS, Canary Islands (R) — A kmc gunman hijacked a 
Moroccan afrtioer to Spain’s Canary Islands Tuesday but later sarren- 
dered after releasing all six passengers, an Interior Ministry spokesman 
said. He said the — armed with a sub-machioegim, gave himself op to 
poBce after negotiating with a Spanish goventmcol representative in Las 
Palmas at the island's Gando airport. The Royal Air Marne twin-engined 
Fobker, with six passengers and two crew, was commandeered on a flight 
to Stnara Dram El Aiun, in the formerly Spanish-ruled Western Sahara, 
annexed by Morocco- The hijack came less than a week before King Ha g an 
of Morocco stmts Us Hist state rat to Spain next Monday. Police said the 
hijacker asked Spanish anthorilhs over the plane’s radio to pabCsh a 
statement about the king’s Madrid vfcdt. Details of the statement were not 
immediately known. The plane landed at Las Palmas, on Grand Canary 
Island off the Western Sahara, at 3 pjn. (1400 GMT) after the pilot 
radioed that he was being held at gunpofnt. 
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^■ar Sprite: Jordan 100 fih; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


Qasem, Andersson 
discuss Mideast 
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By a Jordan Times Staff 
Writer with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — The foreign minis- 
ters of Jordan and Sweden Tues- 
day discussed efforts for peace in 
the Middle East, the Lebanee 
situation and the state of negotia- 
tions between Iran and Iraq after 
eight years of war. 

Marwan A1 Qasem and Sten 
Andersson also reviewed Jordan- 
Swedish relations and coopera- 
tion and means to boost them, 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra 

mid. 

According to Petra, both 
minis ters agreed that the best 
forum to work ont a Middle East 
peace settlement was an interna- 
tional conference with the parti- 
cipation of all parties involved 
and the five permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Council, it 
said. 

Qasem and Andersson, who 
arrived here Monday to join King 
Gustaf and Queen Silvia on a 
state visit to Jordan, exchanged 
views on vanons Arab and inter- 
national political issues. Qasem 
reaffirmed the need for continued 
efforts to settle the Arab-Israeli 
conflict on the basis of U.N. 
Security Council resolution 242, 
Petra reported. 

Qasem praised Sweden’s “posi- 
tive and constructive position to- 
wards the issues of the region," 
the news agency said. 

Andersson expressed his coun- 
try's readiness to exert more 
efforts towards restoring peace in 
die Middle East, it added.. 

On the Lebanese situation, the 
two ministers reaffirmed, that 
their countries welcomed the 
Arab tripartite coimmttee’s je; 
vived bid to end the Lebanese 
rivfl war. 

They also reviewed the situa- 
tion between Iraq and Iran and 


agreed that there was an argent 
need to hasten the process of 
negotiations and to implement 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 598. 

The meeting was attended by 
the Foreign Ministry secretary- 
general and other senior officials 
as well as the Jordanian ambassa- 
dor to Sweden. 

According to sources quoted 
by Reuters, Qasem and Andecs- 
son also reviewed Egypt’s efforts 
to bring about direct Israeh- 
Palestinian negotiations and 
Cairo’s 10-point proposal over 
Israel’s plan for Palestinian elec- 
tions in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. Qasem said Mon- 
day that the Egyptian proposal 
was more of a test of Israel's 
seriousness towards settling the 
Palestinian problem. Andersson, 
who via ted Cairo and met with 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
.ak and Palestine Liberation 
'Organisation (FLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat before arriving 
here, has said that Sweden wel- 
comes the Egyptian initiative. 

Anderson briefed Qasem on 
the outcome of his meetings with 
Mubarak and Arafat, and of 
Egypt’s readiness to host direct 
Palestinian-Israeli dialogue, 
according to the sources quoted 
by Reuters. 

In an interview with the local 
press earlier this week, Anders- 
son denied that Sweden was a 
direct mediator in the Arab- 
Xsraeli conflict. “We are only 
trying to help the concerned par- 
ties to reach an agreement to end 
the conflict,” he said adding that 
his meeting with Arafat was part 
. of>panliDuing Amlish^PLO. 
logne and a continuation of 
Stockholm's contribution to 
efforts for peace in the Middle 
East.” 




Angolan summit wants 
Savimbi to sign peace plan 


KINSHSA (R.) — Eight African 
beads of state seeking an end to 
Angola's 15-year civil war have 
drawn up a declaration which 
they hope rebel leader Jonas 
Savimbi will accept, official 
sources said. 

But Savimbi, who heads the 
rightist UNITA rebels backed by 
South Africa and the United 
States, declined to attend Mon- 
day's one-day peace summit in 
Zaire. 

The summit hoped to revive a 
collapsed ceasefire agreed in June 
but details of the declaration 
were not divulged. 

Zambia’s President Kenneth 
Ttaiinda deplored Savimbi’s abs- 
ence. 

“(Zairean President Mobutu 
Sese Seko) invited him but he did 
not come,” Kaunda, one of Afri- 
ca’s elder statesmen, told a news 
conference before leaving Zaire. 

“Given that the invitation was 
directed to Savimbi himself the 
s ummi t did not meet with any 
other representative.” 

Information spokesman Joige 
Valentin and several other offi- 
cials of SavimbTs National Union* 
for die Total Independence of 
Angola (UNITA) were outside 
the s ummi t locale — Mobutu’s 
yacht berthed about 50 
kilometres bom the capital Kin- 
shasa — bat were not invited 
aboard. 


The summit was held in an 
atmosphere of crisis brought on 
by the-ccdlapse of the ceasefire 
which Savimbi and Angola's lead- 
er Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
agreed to in the Zairean city of 
Gbadolite. The rivals shook 
hands there for the first time to 
seal a truce accord but did not 
agree to it in writing. 

The United States over the 
weekend reiterated its support 
for Savimbi but a State Depart- 
ment spokeswoman Monday 
noted ms absence from the sum- 
mit and said Washington urged 
all parties to take part. 

Angola, at a previous summit 
in Harare in August with Savimbi 
again absent, won backing for its 
interpretation that the Gbadolite 
accord called for Savimbi to go 
into exile and for rebels to be 
integrated into Angola's ruling 
party. 

Savimbi says he never agreed 
to exile and the U.S. State De- 
partment spokeswoman said 
Washington does not accept con- 
ditions of “exile, amnesty or in- 
tegration” for UNITA and 
Savimbi as defined by dos Santos. 

The heads of state of Gabon, 
Angola, - Zambia, Zaire, Zim- 
babwe, Congo, Mozambique and 
Sao Tome and principle plan to 
hold another meeting in Gabon’s 
capital Libreville at a date to be 
announced. 


Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor and Km g Carl Gustaf and Queen Silvia Tuesday visit 
the Swmari wfldMfe reserve (Petra photo) 

Ibrahimi optimistic over 
Lebanon despite fighting 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Arab 
League envoy Lakhdar A1 Ibrahi- 
mi said Tuesday he was optimistic 
about the prospects for peace in 
Lebanon despite continued fight- 
ing between rival forces. 

Also Tuesday, a small bomb 
exploded outside the offices of 
American Express in east Beirut. 
The budding suffered some dam- 
age, but no casualties were re- 
ported . 

"" Pofice smd' fwo pedple'wiwe 
killed and seven wounded in 
rocket and artillery exchanges be- 
tween army troops loyal to army 
commander MfcneTAoun and Sy- 
rian troops and allies along 
Beirut’s dividing green line and in 
lulls above the capital. 

Rescue workers also retrieved 
three more bodies from under the 
rubble of a seven-storey apart- 
ment building, demolished in 
concentrated shelling of the slum 
of Haret Hreik Monday. 

The new casualties raised the 
overall toO to 926 kflled and 2,720 


Jordan welcomes 
revived Arab efforts 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Tuesday welcomed a decision by the 
Arab League to revive the mission of a tripartite committee 
seeking an end to the conflict in Lebanon and said that there was 
urgent need to put an end to the long years of bloodshed and to 
enable Lebanon to exercise sovereignty on all its territory. 

— A Foreign Ministry" statement raid - Jordan welcomes the 
resumption of the tripartite committee's mission, which was 
originally initiated by the, Casablanca Arab summit meeting held 
in May to end the crisis in Lebanon. 

“Jordan supports the committee’s revived task out of its belief 
in pan-Arab action and its keenness to safeguard solidarity among 
Arab countries and to preserve Arab rights and lands,” the 
statement said. “It is time that the Arabs took the initiative to end 
the ordeal in Lebanon and to end the devastation that has been 
going on for years,” it added. 


wounded since fighting erupted 
between Aoun's troops and Sy- 
rian forces March 8. 

Three other bodies had been 
dug out from beneath the debris 


Main points of the Arab plan 


NICOSIA (R) — The Arab 
League committee charged 
with sctflhig Lebanon's 14-year 
chil war has proposed a 
“national recoucfltetfon char- 
ter” fur Lebanon. 

Following are main ponds erf 
the proposed charter released 
late Monday through the offi- 
cial Saudi Pram Agency (SPA) 

— Executive power to Ke 
with the prime minister, rather 
than the president as at pre- 


— The allocation of top poli- 
tical, dvfl service and military 
jobs to be abofished. The pre- 
sent unwritten system carves 
top jobs between the various 
reBghms groups. 

— The number of seats in 
parttament to be Increased to 
128 from the present 99, to be 
split equally between Christ- 
ians awl Muslims. Christians 
have a majority trader the pre- 


Disarming all n»iliti«t 

within six months of forming a 


“national reconciliation gov- 
ernment,” which wiB imple- 
ment the ref or ms, and dfeman- 
tUng them within a year. 

— Allowing aO refugees who 
have fled Christian or MasUm- 
controOed areas since 1975 to 
return home. 

— Seeming Israel’s with- 
drawal from its so-called 
“security-zone” In South 
Lebanon under U.N. supervi- 
sion and the deployment of the 
Lebanese army in the area. 

— Syrian troops to remain in 
Lebanon for np to two years to 
help the new government ex- 
tend its authority over the 
whole of Lebanon. The two- 
year period to start once the 
reforms are in place mid a new 
government and president are 
in office. 

— Syrian troops to be rede- 
ployed after this two-year 
period m the eastern Bekaa 
Valley under an agreement 
with the new government on 
the size and duration of their 
presence. 


and seven people have been 
wounded in the collapse of the 
Mokdad building. 

Four of the dead belonged to 
the same family — a fether and 
his three sons. The wife and the 
daughter were wounded. 

No one claimed the attack 
against American Express, the 
first incident involving a U.S. 
target since relations with the 
rightists soared earlier this 
month. 

Aoun consulted other Christ- 
ian leaders Tuesday to decide if 
he could accept an Arab League 
peace plan designed to end Leba- 
non’s 14 years of civil war. 

The plan would impose an im- 
mediate ceasefire. 

The newspaper Al-Diyar, 
based in east Beirut, said Aoun 
met S amir Geagea, chief of the 
hardline Lebanese Forces militia, 
and sent an envoy to Patriarch 
Boutros Sfeir, spiritual leader of 
the Maronite Christians. 

Sources close to Aoun said it 
might be a week before the 
Christians agreed on a response 
to the peace plan, which would 
also reform the Chris tian-domi n- 
ated political system. 

But Ibrahimi, who also met 
Aoun, said he expected the 
genera] to give him his official 
stand Wednesday. 




Soviet congress brought forward to speed up reforms 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Com- 
munist Party’s leade rship, 
meeting Tuesday in an attempt 
to cool ethnic tensions across 
the Soviet Union, moved np the 
party’s next congress to Octo- 
ber 1990, giving President 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev his best 
riMiw- yet to transform the 

p8 Se Central Committee of 
5,000 delegates began meeting 
to dkrares ethnic tensions that 
stretch from the Baltic coast to 
the Chinese "border, TASS 
news agency said. The Central 
Committee is the party’s policy- 
making body. 

But the first tiring it did was 
move up tiie party congress, 
usually held every ■five years, 
the last one — the party’s 27tii 
— : was held in February 1986, 
less tfoffl a year after Gor- 
bachev. took power. By party 


regulations, the next congress 
would not have had to tafa» 
place before early 1991. 

The congress, theoretically, 
is the 20-mflhon-member par- 
ty's most important gathering 
that outlines policy and deter- 
mines membership of the Cen- 
tral Committee and nilmgpolit- 
buro. It historically has re- 
viewed the leadership’s five- 
year economic plans. * 

“The decision to convene 'the 
congress at an earlier date is 
dictated by the need to thor- 
oughly update the parry itself, 
with regard fin* its new rote as 
the political vanguard of society 
during the State of resbuctar>- ' 
mg,” Goidacher told the Cen- 
tral Com&rittee. 

He said the need to renew 
the party reached the Central 
Committee, itself. 

Gorbachev expressed con- 


cern that the party is lagging 
behind the political reforms he 
has set in motion, including 
shifting more political power to 
elected government bodies. 

“Real life, the reconstractfon 
forces are going at such a 
rhythm that we often cannot 
catch up with them,” the 58- 
year-old party chief and Soviet 
president told the Central Com- 
mittee. 

- He said many party organisa- 
tions were slow to . grasp the 
need for- change, and “in this, 
we lose a great deaL” 

“We cannot teave firings as 
they are; especially since fun- 
damental economic and social 
processes are unfolding and an 
ideological and political strug- 
gle is under way over key prob- - 
.tans of social development,” 

. Gorbachev said. ' 

. Some party stalwarts have 


said they fear the Communist 
Party — enshrined by the 
Soviet constitution as the coun- 
try's “leading force” — is losing 
its grip on power as the legisla- 
ture strengthens under Gor- 
bachev's political reforms ami 
frustrated citizens start takin g 
local power into their own 
hands. 

In a sign of frustration with 
top party bureaucrats, many of 
them, including a politburo 
candidate member, were defe- 
ated in March when they ran in 
the country's first contested leg- 
islative elections in more than 
seven decades. 

Gorbachev said in July the 
key qaestign-for the Commun- 
ist Jrarty' was renewing and im- 
proving its personnel. Changes 
must be made all the way up to 
the politburo, he said, and sug- 
gested the party congress be 


moved ahead. 

Convening in the Kremlin, 
the Central Committee set an 
agenda for the congress that 
indudes a report on the prog- 
ress of Gorbachev’s economic, 
social and political reforms, 
consideration of party rules and 
electing new governing bodies 
of the party. 

Two soldiers were killed in 
an exchange of gunfire when 
they tried to disperse crowds 
.. near the border of the disputed 
Azerbaijani territory of Nagor- 
no-Karabakhv an official 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

Interior Ministry spokesman 
Yuri Arshenyevsky told a news 
conference that’ two soldiers 
from an InteriorMinistry secur- 
ity force were killed on Monday 
evening in the Agdam district 
near the border of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 


AI Hussein, King Gustaf 
open electricity centre 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On the 
second day of his visit to Jordan, 
King Carl Gustaf of Sweden 
joined His Majesty King Hussein 
Tuesday in inaugurating a nation- 
al electricity control centre set up 
by the Jordan Electricity Author- 
ity (JEA). 

The centre, which cost JD 5.6 
million provided through a Swed- 
ish government grant and loans 
from Swedish banks, was carried 
out by a Swedish firm which 
began work on the project in 
1986. The JEA.took part in the 
project’s design and technical 
aspects at all stages and provided 
part of the cost. 

King Gustaf cut the tape and 
together with King Hussein 
toured the various sections and 
listened to a briefing on their 
functions by JEA engineers and 
officials. 

The centre is supposed to con- 
trol operations by various gener- 
ating and distribution units 
through the national grid around 
the clock, the king was told. 

King Gustaf remarked that 
JEA engineers ought to take ex- 
tra care to avoid any wastage of 
generated power in course of 
supplying power to the subscri- 
bers. To do this, he added, one 
has to have an excellent know- 
ledge of the electric system in 
operation and the potential of the 
national grid. 

King Gustaf said the national 
grid in Sweden extends for about 
1,700 kilometres from the north 
to the south of the country, and is 
being operated by a similar con- 
trol centre. He also noted that the 


national grids of Sweden and 
Norway were connected in 1915 
in order to facilitate the exchange 
of electric power in Scandinavian 
countries. 

King Gustaf voiced satisfaction 
with Jordan ian-Swedisb coopera- 
tion in electric power and noted 
that an international seminar on 
electric interconnection among 
Arab countries which opened 
here Tuesday was attended by 
Swedish experts and scholars. 
The seminar, he noted is bound 
to help transfer Sweden's electric 
power expertise to the Arab 
World. 

King Gustaf later called at the 
Royal Scientific society (RSS) 
and opened a new Environmental 
Research Centre (ERC), which 
will be concerned with providing 
directives and means for the pro- 
tection of water, air and soil from 
pollution. 

The new centre will conduct 
investigations aand cany out stu- 
dies to develop water and was- 
tewater reuse methods suitable 
for Jordan and to establish scien- 
tific and technical cooperation 
links with regional and interna- 
tional organisations in the field of 
environmental research. 

The ERC is also charged with 
carrying out research program- 
mes on the environment in Jor- 
dan, providing consultancy ser- 
vices dealing with dangerous che- 
mical substances related to the 
environment and following up 
research studies in these fields. 

A briefing on the RSS opera- 
tions was presented by its Presi- 


dent Hani Al Mtilqi. who noted 
that technical assistance received 
in terras of equipment, training 
and experts has accelerated the 
transfer of know-how to the RSS 
to enable it to serve the industrial 
development of Jordan. 

King Gustaf and the accom- 
panying delegation also visited 
the tomb of the late King Abdul- 
lah Ibn Al Hussein, founder of 
the Hashemite Kingdom, and laid 
a wreath on the tomb. 

Later the Swedish monarch 
paid a visit to the Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) where he was 
received by Minister of Water 
and Irrigation Mohammad Saleh 
Kilani and JVA President 
Mohammad Bani. Hani who 
both briefed him on the water and 
irrigation projects carried our in 
the valley and the services offered 
to citizens in the valley in order to 
improve their living conditions. 
He was also received by Balqa 
Governor and senior government 
officials. 

King Gustaf was accompanied 
on his visits by Chief Chamber- 
lain Prince Ra'd Ibn Zaid. 

Later Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor accom- 
panied by the Swedish king and 
Queen Silvia on a visit to the 
Shorn ari wildlife preserve near 
Azraq. 

King Hussein and Queen Noor 
attended a reception hosted by 
King Gustaf and Queen Silvia in 
Amman Sunday evening. The re- 
ception was also attended by 
royal family members and senior 
officials. 


Israelis let Palestinian 
die of diabetes in prison 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian pris- 
oner died from diabetes in 
Israel's Ketziot desert prison 
camp although his jailors knew be 
was too ill to be held in such 
extreme conditions, a doctor who 
treated him says. 

Dr. Omar Firwanah, a fellow 
prisoner, said Mohammad Saleh 
Arifi, 57, died Aug. 10, two 
weeks after returning from an 
Israeli hospital where be was 
taken semi-conscious following a 
diabetic fit in prison. 

The Israeli army said at the 
time that Arifi, from Gaza, died 
of natural causes and made no 
reference to bis chronic illness. 

Firwanah, a British-trained 
physician released from detention 
this month, said he told prison 
authorities Arifi had diabtes and 
dangerously high blood pressure 
and was too tick to be in jail. 

“A man of his age with all 
these diseases should have been 
in a hospital, not in a prison,” 
Firwanah told Reuters in an in- 


terview. 

A forest fire raged out of con- 
trol in a park south of Haifa. 
Israel radio said the blaze was 
prpbably started deliberately .- 

At least nine people were in- 
jured and thousands were evacu- 
ated as flames neared agricultural 
settlement and Haifa University 
campus. 

Palestinian nationalists have 
caused damage worth millions of 
dollars by setting fire to Israeli 
woods and farmland during the 
uprising. 

Elsewhere in the West Bank, 
soldiers opened fire on stone- 
throwing Palestinians in the vil- 
lage of Tubas. Villagers said 
several Arabs were beaten and 
arrested. ■ 

Four Palestinians from Jenin 
were wounded in demonstrations 
Monday night, residents said. 
Soldiers arrested several people 
and placed the town under 
curfew. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, 
hospital officials said Israeli 


troops shot and wounded 10 
Palestinians overnight, eight with 
live ammunition and two with 
metal bullets. 

The army said it was checking 
the reports. 

Meanwhile, two brothers sus- 
pected of collaborating with 
Israel went on a beating and 
stabbing rampage in Beit Sahour 
known as a stronghold of the 
Palestinian uprising, witnesses 
said Tuesday. 

The incident, set off when the 
house of one brother was stoned 
by masked youths, reflects the 
growing tension between the 
youthful enforcers of the 21- 
month uprising and Palestinians 
accused to cooperation with 
Israel. 

Among the victim's in the 
Monday night rampage was the 
town's mayor, Hanna Al Atrash, 
who reportedly was pulled from 
bis car and held hostage for an 
hour. He was hospitalised Tues- 
day in Jerusalem with bruises and 
a cut on his head. 


Shamir, Rabin meet amid 
reported ‘coalition crisis’ 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir and De- 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
held a private, hour-long meeting 
Tuesday but gave no sign they 
settled a cabinet dispute about 
Egypt's proposal to sponsor 
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks. 

Shamir refused to give details 
about his meeting with Rabin, 
who briefed the premier on his 
Monday talks in Cairo with Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak. 

“I won't speak about the con- 
versation, but differences of opin- 
ion exist," Shamir said to repor- 
ters later. “The question is how 
to overcome them, if at all." 

He said reporters should take 
note of his statement Monday 
night that he could-not maintain 
his governing coalition u aU,any 
price.” - 

IsraciTne wspapers , meanwhile; 
reported that leaders of the 
Labour Party of Vice Premier 
Shimon Peres -were negotiating 
secretly with smaller- religious 
parties to try |cf form a narrow 
coalition if the cabinet 


uo. 

The controversy between the 
'Coalition partners, Likud and 
Labour, *'cen ties on right-wing 


in Middle East peace efforts. 

Shamir is also concerned about 
' Rabin's remarks at a Cairo news 
conference Monday, which 
hinted at official recognition of an 
indirect Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) .role in the 
peace process, Israeli radio sta- 
tions reported. 

Summing up his talks with 
Mubarak, Rabin said that Israel 
agreed to Egypt arranging an. 
Israeli-Palestinian meeting. 
Egypt could put together the 
Palestinian delegation “after 
coordinating with various ele- 
ments... including Israel,” Rabin 
added- 

Palestinian leaders interpreted 
Rabin's remarks as consent to 
Egypt’s suggestion to include 
Arabs expelled by Israel from the 
occupied territories as nego- 
tiators, which would be. a com- 
promise between Israeli and PLO 
demands. 

“When Mr. Rabin announced 
himself that Egypt will announce 
the names of the Palestinian dele- 
gates, that means there’s an 
agreement in principle.- which is 
very important,” Bethlehem 
'-Mayor Elias Freit said on Israel 
• 'radio. 

Earlier this week Freij became 
the first Palestinian in the occu- 


pied territories to publicly 
announce meeting PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat, despite an 
Israeli- law banning such contacts. 

Shamir did not respond to 
directly Rabin's remarks, except 
to hint that his fractious gov- 
erning coalition, put together last 
December, was in trouble. 

“I personally would like to see 
the coalition remain, but I must 
say that- unity is not worth any 
price,” he said Monday night. 

Shamir also is under heavy 
. pressure from Likud hardliners 
who oppose Egypt’s plan, pri- 
marily because it urges Israel to 
accept the principle of trading 
territory for peace. 

“Before even starting negotia- 
tions we re already conceding. 
Israel will end up not at the 1967 
borders but ar the 1947 lines,” 
Industry Minister Ariel Sharon 
said, referring to the U.N. parti- 
tion [dan of 42 years ago which 
envisaged an Israel about a third 
of its present size. 

Foreign Minister Mosbe Arens 
spoke played down the crisis and 
expressed hopes a government 
breakup could be avoided. “We 
have coalition crises here an aver- 
age of about once a month, so we 
need another crisis today,” Arens 
said. 
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Arab League sees Nov. 22 as 
target for Lebanon peace pact 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — An Arab League envoy 
has said that Lebanon’s civil war was on the brink of 
resolution and there were hopes agreement could be 
reached by Nov. 22. the country’s Independence 
Day. 


redeployment of Syrian troops, 
which is to he written into a final 


Elaborating on Arab proposals 
announced at the weekend to end 
the 14-year-old war, the Arab 
League ambassador to the United 
Nations, Clovis Maksoud, told a 
news conference. * 

'The situation in Lebanon at 
this moment is, 1 can say, on the 
brink of resolution. We hope by 
the time of independence day we 
would have f ulfill ed all talks... 
that is the target date.” 

He said Nov. 22 might be 
“partly wishful thinking but it is a 

He said it was hoped by then a 
ceasefire would be completely in 
force, a new president would 


have been elected and a gov- 
ernment of national resconstruo- 
tion ensured. 


Maksoud was asked about 
Lebanese Christian leader 
General Michel Aoun, who has 
demanded written guarantees 
that Syria would withdraw its 
troops from Lebanon as his con- 
dition for accepting the plan 
proposed by an Arab League 
committee comprising Algeria, 
Morocco and Saudi Arabia. 

The ambassador said Aoun 
made his statement before 
weekend discussions with Arab 
League mediators on the gradual 


agreement. 

“The Arab League is the ulti- 
mate guarantor of all commit- 
and I think all parties 
involved, including General 
Aoun have enough confidence to 
accept them,” he said. 'There 
are lingering pockets of resistance 
but they are isolated.” 

On the question of whether 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
would address the United Na- 
tions this year, Maksoud said he 
did not know if Arafat had made 
a decision yet. 

“But if he decides to come, we 
hope the United States, following 
the experience they had last year, 
would grant the visa as a matter 
of course without giving any heed 
to the Israeli lobby and their 
friends,” he said. 

After Arafat was refused a visa 


by the United States, the U.N. 
General Assembly moved its ses- 
sion to Geneva last December. 

“If the visa is not granted, of 
course we would want to go back 
to Geneva,” Maksoud said. 

Security Council members said 
the 15-member body was con- 
sidering issuing a statement sup- 
porting efforts by the three-na- 
tion Arab committee on its 
efforts to bring peace to 
Lebanon. 

“Hopefully we will be able to 
do that by tomorrow,” Council 
President Paolo Nogurira-Batista 
of Brazil told reporters Monday 
after consultations with Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

“But this is a very complex and 
delicate question and we wish to 
proceed in a very careful way, 
prudently, so as to achieve max- 
imum acceptance of what we may 
have to say,” he added. 


Egypt again heads Mideast diplomacy 


By John Fullerton 

Reuter 


CAIRO — Egypt has once again 
emerged as the centre of Middle 
East diplomacy, with Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders shuttling to 
and fro to press their views on 
how to achieve peace in the re- 
gion. 

Two old foes in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
met in private for two hours in 
Cairo Monday and said they 
agreed on a need for Israefr- 
Palestinian dialogue. 

Pales tinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat, who seldom broadcasts ins 
travel plans for security reasons, 
was expected in Cairo for his 
third round of talks with Mubar- 
ak in eight days, Egyptian offi- 


cials told reporters. 

Mubarak, a former air force 
commander, stressed after meet- 
ing Rabin, a former armed forces 
chief of staff, that more negotia- 
tions were needed on the makeup 
of a Palestinian delegation for 
talks with Israel. 

Mubarak, seen as a mere care- 
taker when he succeeded assas- 
sinated President Anwar Sadat in 
1981, has now pushed Egypt to 
the forefront of peace efforts in 
the region. 

Egypt was formally readmitted 
to Arab ranks last May after a 
10-year split caused by Sadat's 
1979 treaty with Israel. 

The pact remains intact, allow- 
ing Mubarak to talk directly to 
’Israel and its main backer, the 
United States, while maintaining 
dose ties with Arafat and his 
followers. 


Mubarak himself has become 
rhairman of the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU), a key 
member of the Non-Aligned 
Movement and self-appointed 
spokesman on third worid debt 
relief. 

After his talks with Mubarak, 
Rabin said Egypt would 
announce the identity of Palesti- 


nian delegates to any direct peace 
talks with Israel ii 


in Cairo. 

But it was not dear bow far he 
spoke for his cabinet colleagues. 
His visit to Cairo had already 
widened a split in Israel’s coali- 
tion government between the 
dovish Labour Party and the haw- 
kish Likud Bloc. 

Rabin cautioned that some 
Israelis wanted only Palestinans 
from the Israeli-ruled West Bank 
and Gaza Strip to take part in 
talks. Mubarak said Palestinians 


from outside should also be in- 
cluded. 

The Egyptian leader also stres- 
sed to journalists that his con- 
troversial 10 points submitted to 
Israel on posable elections in the 
occupied territories were not con- 
ditions. 

Instead, he said, they formed 
questions designed to clarify for 
Palestinians what would be 
achieved if the elections proposed 
by Israel were held. 

Rabin, who later left Egypt 
after touring the Pyramids and 
laying a wreath on Sadat’s grave, 
was followed into Cairo by 
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen. 

Qian, said on arrival from Jor- 
dan that China, a permanent 
member of the U.N. Security 
Council, wanted to help to secure 
peace in the Middle East. 


Rafsanjani ready to expand Iran-Gulf ties 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Presi- 
dent Hashemi Rafsanjani of Iran 
Tuesday stressed his country's 
willingness to expand its relations 
with Gulf Arab nations, the Isla- 
mic News Agency (IRNA) re- 
ported. 

The agency said Rafsanjani 
made the comment at a meeting 
in Tehran with the newly 
appointed Iranian ambassador to 
toe United Arab Emirates, 


Mohammad Aii Hadi Najafa- 
badi. 

The federation of emirates is a 
traditional trading post for Ira- 
nian merchants and also home for 
many expatriate Iranian traders. 

The Iranian news agency, mon- 
itored in Cyprus, quoted Rafsan- 
jani as emphasising Iran’s willing- 
ness to further expand its rela- 
tions with Muslim and neighbour- 
ing countries. It gave no direct 
quotes. 

Rafsanjani expressed the hope 
that Najafabadi, who enjoys what 
the agency called an “outstand- 
ing” revolutionary background, 
would work for improvement of 
ties and promotion of security in 
the region. 


He was quoted as saying that 
the apointment of such a perso- 
nality to the post was indicative of 
the importance Iran attaches to 
the southern Gulf littoral states. 

Najafabadi, appointed to the 
UAE post last week, holds a 
degree in theology and a Master’s 
degree in . International affairs, 
jjie agency said. He has served as 
a member of Iran's Majlis, or 
parliament, and was bead of its 
Foreign Relations Committee. 


Ties with France 


Iran also has appointed an 
Ambassador to Kuwait, marking 
a sharp improvement in relations 
following the Gulf war, when 
Kuwaiti coastal facilities were hit 
by Iranian missiles. 

Rafsanjani has been working to 
improve his relations with the 
pro-Western Gulf states, includ- 
ing Saudi Arabia, although any 
bettering of ties with Riyadh 
faces major obstacles. 

Relations between Iran and the 
Arab oil giant fell to their lowest 
point two years ago when more 
than 400 pilgrims, most of them 
Iranian, were killed in riots in the 
Muslim holy city of Mecca. ’ 


Meanwhile the English lan- 
guage Tehran Times said in an 
editorial Tuesday that an im- 
provement in' relations between 
Iran and France. should not be 
upset by “temporary political 
bubbles” 

“Expansion of ties with Iran 
must not become a partisan battle 
or a means for resolving internal 
power struggles,” the paper said. 

It said, without elaborating, 
that several past attempts at im- 
proving relations failed because 
of power struggles in France. It 
also urged political factions in 
Iran not to create problems for 
officials over issues that have 
been "carefully studied.” 


goals” of the two countries. 

Ftance could become an “in- 
dispensable partner” of Iran be- 
cause of its technical and scien- 
tific capabilities, especially in ato- 
mic energy, heavy industries and 
commerce, the newspaper said. 


Now that' the two countries 
were working to improve rela- 
tions, tile process should not be 
subject to “temporary political 
bubbles,” the newspaper said. ' 

The pragmatists in Iran have 


been working for a rapproche- 


The editorial, quoted by the 
’ ic Ne 


Islamic Republic News Agency, 
was printed during a visit to the 
Iranian capital by Francois 
Scbeer, director-general of the 
French Foreign Ministry. 

The Tehran Times, which is 
aligned with the “pragmatist" 
faction of Rafsanjani, said rela- 
tions between France and Iran 
should be based on “strategic 


ment with France ana other 
Western countries as a means of 
pulling Iran out of its isolation. 
They are opposed by radicals who 
are devoted to an Islamic revolu- 
tionary line. 

On Monday, IRNA reported 
that Scbeer agreed with Iranian 
officials on a speedup in efforts to 
solve a financial dispute between 
the two countries. 

Relations between Paris and 
Tehran have been soured by the 
issue of a SI billion loan made by 
Iran to France under the late 
Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, 
and not repaid to date. 


Israel hopes Hungary is 1st step to East Bloc ties 


TEL AVIV (R) — Hungary's 
restoration of foil diplomatic rela- 


Union, which severed ties over 
the 1967 Middle East war. 


tions has raised Israel’s hopes 
that other East European coun- 
tries mil also decide to reestab- 
lish links after a break of two 
decades. 

Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens, on a lightning four-hour 
trip to Budapest, signed a di- 
plomatic accord Monday that 
capped years of efforts by the 
Jewish state. 

He called it an historic day and 
looked , toward the upgrading of 
diplomatic relations in other East 
Bloc states, including the Soviet 


“I think it stands to reason that 
the moves taken by the Hunga- 
rian government will make an 
impression on other Eastern Bloc 
countries,” Arens told reporters 
on returning to Israel. 

The restoration of full ties with 
Budapest cable two years after 
the countries first agreed to the 
intermediate step of exchanging 
interest sections. 

Israel also has an interest sec- 
tion in Poland. But hopes for an 
early exchange of ambassadors 


have been complicated by a dis- 
pute over a Roman Catholic con- 
vent that Jews want removed 
from the site of the former Au- 
schwitz Nazi death camp. 

Israel's ultimate target is res- 
toration of ties with the Moscow, 
which orchestrated the 1967 
break. East Germany never had 
diplomatic ties with Israel and 
Romania did not break links. 

The Soviet Union and Israel 
exchanged consular delegations 
more than a year ago under the 
guise of examining property 
claims in each other’s country. 

Israel's desire for relations with 


Eastern Europe is fired by econo- 
mic, political and cultural needs. 

Many Israelis trace their roots 
to the Jewish communities of 


Eastern Europe. Some 100,000 
Jews live in Hungary, the second 


largest Jewish community in the 
region after tire Soviet Union, 
and Israelis hope it could be 
another source of immigrants. 

Politically, Israel would like 
the legitimacy that comes from 
wider recognition by both East- 
ern and Western powers. It has 
often felt it faced an automatic 
hostile majority in world bodies, 
such as the United Nations. 


A man reads a newspaper in front of a sbell-pocked wall of the Saudi 
Arabian embassy in west Beirut. The embassy was hit by at least seven 
sheds during the battles between Syrian and Falangist forces. 


Chinese foreign minister meets Mubarak 


CAIRO (AP) — China’s foreign minister told President Hosni 
Mubarak Tuesday that the situationin China has stabilised after 
the anti-government student turmoil of early summer. Qian 
Qichen, who arrived Monday for a three-day official visit, also 
told reporters he delivered to Mubarak a message from Chinese 
Pres dent Yang Shangkun. The minister did not disclose the 
contents. Qian briefed reporters after speaking with Mubarak at 
the presidential office. He spoke in Chinese through an Arabic 
interpreter. “1 informed President Mubarak about conditions in 
China at the political and economic level (and told him) the 
situation has become stable,” Qian said without giving details. The 
Chinese diplomat is on a four-nation tour of Arab countries that 
began in Jordan. He travels to Tunisia and Syria after the Egypt 
visit. Qian said Mubarak briefed him on the latest developments 
in Arab-Israeli peace efforts. 


Japan to give aid to ICRC in Lebanon 


TOKYO (R) — Japan will give $1 million in emergency aid to the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) helping war 
victims in Lebanon, the Foreign Ministry said Tuesday. Japan has 
already forwarded 30 million yen (about $200,000) to the ICRC 
this year in response to its appeal. “The government of Japan 
expresses anew its strong expectation that the fighting will be 
brought to an end quickly through the utmost restraint of those 
concerned,” a ministry statement said. 


Bulgarian Turks leaving Turkey 


ISTANBUL (AP) — The arrivals of ethnic Turkish emigrants 
from Bulgaria has gone down to a trickle in recent weeks while a 
reverse exodus has begun of emigrants returning home, Turkish 
officials said Monday. Police and border officials in Edirne said 
18.000 have crossed back into Bulgaria so far and 500 are 
returning daily. The ethnic Turks began going back to Bulgaria 
after the Turkish government started requiring visas from the 
emigrants Aug. 22 to stop the iflux. Those returning cite separa- 
tion from family members left behind and difficulty of finding jobs 
and housing in Turkey. 


Turkish Cypriot court frees fishermen 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — A Turkish Cypriot court released on 
bail two Greek Cypriot and a Lebanese fishermen Monday, four 
days after they were arrested on charges of violating Turkish 
Cypriot waters. The court fined the fishermen 600,000 Turkish 
liras ($300). The fishermen were identified as Greek Cypriots 
Evangalu Kosta and Kristaki Kosta. and Lebanese Antonis 
Mabruk. They were convicted of violating what Turkish Cyprus 
considers its territorial waters, near the port city of Kyrenia. The 
fishermen said they came dose to Kyrenia unintentionally when 
the engine of their boat broke down. Hie fishermen asked 
permission from the court to stay in the northern part of the 
divided island until their boat was repaired. The request was 
granted. 


By Rima Brian** 

Tbc Associated Press 



BEIRUT (AP) — Yc hya M ao- 
sour could hear tire crump of 
exploding artillery shells as he 
flipped hrs radio from rare station 
to another, trying to get a fix on 
which neighbourhoods were 
being hit by the Falangist guns. 

The Falangist Voice of Leba- 
non reported that the Syrians, 
firing from mainly Muslim west 
Beirut where Mansour l ives, w ere 
hitting the Ashrafiyeh district is 
east Beirut. 

That was enough for Mansour. 
He and his wife grabbed their two 
daughters. They ran down the 
stairs to shelter in the basement 
of their apartment Mock in vest 
Beirut’s Verdun neighbourhood. 

Mansour, a 42-year-old bank 
derfc has learned in six months of 
artillery battles between the Sy- 
rians and Falangists that when 
Ashrafiyeh gets hit, the Falan- 
gists respond by shelling Verdun. 

“Thank God for the radios,” 
Mansour said as he settled die 
family in the shelter. “They’re 
our lifeline, our companion. 

“If it wasn't for them, we 
wouldn’t know what was going 
on. We couldn’t get by without 
them.” 

For Beirutis, radios are as im- 
portant for survival as their base- 
ment bunkers. Everyone keeps 
their radios on all the time, wait- 
ing for the flashes that will send 
them to their bunkers. 

Beirut has five radio stations 
that are either for Falangist or for 
die opposition. 

Many families use four or five 
transistor radios toned to diffe- 
rent. stations for news of ^he 
fighting, in which more than 900 
people have been killed and more 
than 2,700 wounded since March 
8 . 

Beirut’s stations also broadcast 
survival tips such as how to mini- 
mise the effect of shrapnel or how 
to keep children amused in the 
long hours in the bunker. 

During heavy shelling, the 
radios chop their regular prog- 
rammes of music, comedy shows 
and dramas to broadcast mes- 
sages from Beirutis to families 
and friends to assure diem they’re 
safe. 

“S alami Abul Moona is trap- 
ped in his office. He assures his 
family in-Verdun he is safe,” an 
announcer said on the Voice of 
the People, run by the Lebanese 
Communist Party, as Mansour 
listened. 

That’s our son,” Mansour’s 


Hanna Saleh , Voice of the Peo- 
nie't generai manager, said the 
station is a “link that connects 
thousands offem&ea throughout 
Lebanon every day.” 

The Voice of Lebanon, rut by 
the Falaage Party, has a big 


wife Manila shouted with joy. 
“Thank God he’s alive.” 


That night, the Voice of the 
People, read out hundreds of 
messages from Beirutis for four 
straight -hours. 


in the Arab World and 
Western Europe for its daily 
‘ 'reunion of foe beloved” prog- 
ramme in which Lebanese send 
rape-recorded messages to rela- 
tives abroad to lei them know 
Urey Ye alive and well. 

Boa reporters risk their lives to 
bop from one stricken district to 
another to food on-the-spot re- 
ports bade to their stations by 
radio telephone. 

“I feel Tm providing a huma- 
nitarian service,” said Nafiz Kaw- 
was, a Sunni Muslim reporter 
with the Voice of the Nation. 
“People depend on me to know 
what's happening." 

Serene of the radio stations have 
gone umiexgroraid ihcnwelves to 
escape the shelling. It’s a measure 
of the intensity of tire bombard- 
ment that they didn’t feel the 
need to do that before in Leba- 
non's 14-year-old civil war. 

The 12-storey Voice of Lely 
non building has taken six direct 
hits. Voice of the Nation's eight- 
floor building has been hit once. 
The state-run Beirut Radio has 
been fait several times. Only the 
Voice of the People and the 
Voice of Free Lebanon, run by 
the Falangist Lebanese Forces 
militia, have escaped unscathed. 

Voice of Lebanon, its main 
eighth-floor studios badly ex- 
posed to Syrian shellfire, has set 
up a sandbagged “emergency 
newsroom” on the less vulnerable 
first floor. 

Voice of the Nation has set up 
a newsroom, control room, work- 
shop and library in the basement 
of ns building. 

Like the other stations, it has 
also set up living quarters for its 
staff, so they can stay at the 
station for days on end during 
heavy periods of bombardment. 

“We can take up to 40 people 
at a time,” said Mohammad 
Mashnouk. who heads the com- 
mittee that runs the station. 
“We’ve got mattresses, refrigera- 
tors, water and food in the base- 
ment. 

“Our people get their meals 
from the Makkassed hospital 
nearby. A van shuttles back and 
forth with nice hot meals." 

The station has adapted its 
work schedules because of the 
shelling so that teams of person- 
nel work “one week in, one week 
out,” Mashnouk noted. 

“Many of our people have 
taken their families out of Beirut 
for safety and this was the most 
convenient solution so that they 
will come to work,” he explained. 
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by a shell -pocked building in west Beirut. 
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Gnaw 400 / 350 

Lemon 230/180 

Mafloar....: i...*... 90/60 

Marrow (large) 200/ 150 

Marrow (euaB) 420/380 

Okra M0/560 

Oman (dry) ‘250/200 

“ 4) - 180/140 

i) 180/140 

- 380 / 300 

Potato.. 400/350. 

Sweet Mdra 320/ 250 

Squash 400 / 350 

Tomatoes 160/ 120 

•Water Mdoa 1.210/ 160 
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Saudi envoy praises 
relations with Jordan 


# § '•!■* % - 


; AMMAN (Petra) — Saudi Ara- 
, bia’s ambassador to Jordan Tues- 
day lauded the strong brotherly 
ties between his country and Jor- 
dan and said that bilateral ties are 
based on mutual respect and the 
strong belief of common distibay. 
- Mohammad A1 Fahd A1 Issa 
said . in a statement to Petra: 
“Thanks to the efforts and Lead- 
erships of Their Majesties K;m g 
Hussein and King Fatid, bilateral 
relations are exemplary and are 
continually progressing." 

. The ambassador made the 
statement on the eve of his conn- 
try’s National Day anniversary 
which falls on Sept. 23. 

He noted that Saudi Arabia 
and Jordan are finked through a 
number of agreements designed 
to serve the peoples of the two 


countries in a number of fields; 
and added that Amm an and 
Riyadh maintain hill coordina- 
tion of policies at the highest level 
with regard to all current Arab 
affairs. 

The ambassador paid tribute to 
Jordan's pan-Arab stands and 
said: “Jordan has been exerting 
all its efforts to protect the 
longest confrontaticm line with 
the common enemy and serving 
all Arab causes in general and the 
Palestine cause in particular.” 

Referring to the Jordanian 
manpower employed in Saudi 
Arabia, the ambassador said 
Jordanians are rendering a real 
service to Saudi Arabia, and they 
enjoy deep respect from the 
Saudi government and the 
people. 


Queen Silvia briefed on Jordan’s 
centres for health, handicapped 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


r r.; ‘ SHARIF ZAID RECEIVES ENVOYS: Prime Minister Sharif Zaid 
r. ' ' Xbn Shaker Tuesday received in two separate meetings the ambassa- 
•: Zl' dors of Belgium and Switzerland who both called on his office to bid 
" farewell to him on the end of their tour of duty in Jordan. (Petra) 

ASSAD MEETS ENVOYS: Higher Education Minister Nas- 
^ '^ g rereddin A1 Assad Tuesday received in two separate meetings the 
S. : y 4 - Ambassador of Syria and East Germany and dicnnwd with them 
- means of enhancing cooperation in the fields of education and culture 
I j and broadening the base of admission at their countries' universities. 
•• • . Meanwhile in Damascus, Syrian Higher Education Minister Kamal 

?i>. - Sharaf reviewed with Jordan's ambassador to Syria Nayef A1 Hadid 
. • bilateral relations and scopes of cooperation in the higher education, 
UrX, . with main focus on admission of Jordanian students at the Syrian 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan! an-Swedish 
cooperation in health issues and 
care for the disabled and needy 
came into the focus Tuesday, the 
first full day of a state visit to 
Jordan by King Carl Gustaf and 
Queen Silvia of Sweden. 

Accompanied by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, the Swedish queen 
via ted three institutions closely 
involved in health and social wel- 
fare affairs in Ionian — the Noor 
A1 Hussein Foundation (NHF), 
the umbrella organisation for 
most social and welfare organisa- 
tions in the Kingdom, the Insti- 
tute for Child Health and De- 
velopment, in SweQeh, and the 
A1 Hussein Society for the Physi- 
cally Handicapped. 


At the NHF, Queen Silvia was 
briefed by Mrs. Zn’am A1 Mufti, 
the foundation's director, op the 
activities and programmes it has 
undertaken with particular focus 
on the National Music Conserva- 
tory, which offers young Jorda- 
nians the opportunity to explore 
and develop their musical talents; 
the Theatre in Education prog- 
ramme, promoting dramatic arts 
in the Kingdom, and the Centre 
for Early Childhood Education, 
which seeks to enhance the de- 
velopment of pre-school children 
via the improvement of curricular 
materials and teacher pro- 
ficiency. 

Mufti also briefed on the Chil- 
dren's Heritage and Science 
Museum, and the Jubilee School 
for gifted students. 

NHF Community Develop- 


ment project products were also 
reviewed. They include the 
National Handicraft Develop- 
ment Project (rugs, cushions, 
etc...), all produced by the Bani 
Kami da women's weaving pro- 
ject and the Turath Centre in 
Jerash. 

Queen Silvia presented the 
foundation with a collection of 
various educational toys, as well as 
equipment designed for children 
suffering from physical, develop- 
mental and mental handicaps. 
These will be distributed among 
the various projects that the 
foundation is implementing in the 
area of child care. 

Queen Noor and Queen Silvia 
later proceeded to the Institute 
for Child Health and Develop- 
ment (ICHD). The two queens 
were accompanied by Minister of 


EC experts explore Jordan’s 
needs of modem technology 


universities. (Petra) 


: JORDAN INTERLINE CLUB WINS AWARDS: In the 22nd 
annual genera] assembly of the World Airlines Clubs Association 
, ^ that took place in Delhi, India, between Sept. 3-9, 1989, -Jordan 
Interline Club received two awards out of seven. The first award 
was for “Best Interline Club for 1989 for foe Near East and Africa 
Region” and foe second for “The Best International Interline Event 
for 1989" among 90 dubs around the world. (J-T.) 


ACC group urges 
campaigns to stem 
diseases in animals 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — A com- 
mittee entrusted with supervising 
livestock health and production 
in foe four Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) countries has re- 
commended widescale campaigns 
to be conducted in the four coun- 
tries to stem infectious diseases 
among animals. 

The committee’s recommenda- 
tion, which tame-fliTa statement ■ 
at the end of a meeting held Here, 
also called on concerned parties 
to conduct a feasibility study to 
set up a joint veterinary drug 
industry to provide veterinary 
medicines to the four countries: 
Egypt, Jordan, North Yemen and 
Iraq. 

The committee also rnged con- 


. AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
; Italy Tuesday signed an executive 
’.programme for the implementa- 
tion of a 1989-1991 cultural agree- 
ment which calls for cooperation 
in foe. fields of education, aits, 
archaeology, science, sports , 
youth and informational. 

Both sides agreed on increasing 
close cooperation in matters of 
concern to universities and insti- 
tutes of higher learning in both 
countries and on exchanging 
visits by researchers and univerri- 
iy brofessors. 

. They agreed on setting up a 
. joint committee to supervise foe 
equivalence of certificates issued 
by Jordanian and Italian universi- 
ties and to exchange teaching 
material, textbooks and scho- 
larships. 

Under foe programme, foe two 
sides pledge to increase coopera-. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify (fie listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


fr The iwrtfan Trade Fair at the International Fab Centre, Maij 
A1 namm. Opes 10 un. to 1 p.m. for business viators and 4 
p.m. to 8 p.m. for general public. 

☆ An art exhibition by Jordanian artist Omar Bsooi at Irbid’s 
Young Women’s Cadre. 

ir A photo exhibition, with video shows and booklets, bn the 
history of the Monarchy In Sweden at the Royal Cultural 
.Centre. 

* A photo exhOntiou by French artist Jean-Nod de Soye 
dtfplaybw photos projecting fashion accessories such as jewel- 
lery, scarfs and belts, at foe Frisch Cultural Centre (the 
exhibition also displays slides on the history of fashion). 


it a lecture, in French, entitled “Nabateans hi foe middle of 
Jordan — Tannoar and Dareeh archaeological sites’* by 
Francois VBfeseave at foe French Cultural Centre — 6.D0 p.m. 

if A lecture, in Arabic, on Israeli atrocities in the occupied 
torttorim by Dr.' Sauitf KhalQ at Abdul Hamid Shoman 
Foundation — 6:30 p.m. 

* A lecfesre. oreuused by Amideast, entitled “Standardised tests 
required Iv^w 0 ^ *** nBivBr8 * li « s ” * American 
Centre — 3dW pan* 

MUSIC 

* A Redid by foe Swafish Baritone OHe Feraoo, 

. aoamm ded by pfenwt Mats Janason at foe Royal Guttural 

. Centre — &O0 pJk . ‘ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two experts 
entrusted by foe European Com- 
munity (EC) to explore Jordan's 
requirements of modem technol- 
ogy and science for develop- 
ment Wednesday wind up a 20- 
day tour of the country's research 
and scientific centres and univer- 
sities; and prepare for the- second 
round expected in foe coining 
months. 

According to a statement by 
foe EC office here, the two ex- 
perts from Germany, Professor 
W. Gocfat and Dr. D. Hoerste, 
visited the University of Jordan, 
Yarmonk University, Jordan 
University of Science and Tech- 
nology, the Royal Sdeutific Socie- 
ty and foe Higher Council of 
Science and Technology. 

They reviewed the imple- 
mentation and the impact of foe 
EC assistance provided in foe 
past, especially the effectiveness 


of the transfer of technology and 
cooperation links with European 
universities and institutions. 

During foe 1977-1987 period, 
the EC supported the devleop-. 
ment of science and technology in' 
Jordan by providing grants totall- 
ing 16.7 milli on European Cur- 
rency Units (ECU) to Jordanian 
universities and research institu- 
tions. 

A further allocation of S.S mil- 
lion (ECU) has been granted for 
foe period between 1988 and 
1991, as part of the EC assistance 
programme to Jordan under the 
third protocol signed last year. 

Seen in view of the past experi- 
ence, the two experts had exten- 
sive discussions with Jordanian 
officials on objectives and identi- 
fication of new activities to be 
financed by the EC in the science 
and technology sector in Jordan; 
according to the EC office state- 


cemed parties to exchange in- 
formation and expertise in mat- 
ters related to foe treatment of 
animals, to chart a coordination 
plan for producing vaccines and 
to coordinate work among veter- 
moary institutions in the ACC 
states. ■ 

The committee which compris- 
-ed experts -from the 'faur ACC 
states, decided. to set up a work 
team to supervise coordination in 
there matters and to facilitate foe 
flow of information and expertise 
among the concerned parties. 

The work team will organise 
periodic meetings and follow up 
foe implementation of agree- 
ments. 


Jordanian teenagers 
win Swedish honours 


Jordan, Italy sign programme 
i to implement agreement 


tion in documentation, archives, 
and library work, and to ex- 
change publications on cultural 
and social life in the two coun- 
tries. 

Also under foe programme, 
Italian and Jordanian archaeolo- 
gical teams will join together to 
conduct restoration work at the 
ancient Nabatean city of Petra, 
Madaba, Jerash, Shobak,- Wadi 
AJ Yabis and Muwaqqar. 

In the higher education area, 
the two sides will exchange scien- 
tific research data and in foe 
youth fields,- they wfl] cooperate 
hi sports through youth organisa- 
tions in Italy and Jordan. 

The programme was signed by 
Ministry of Planning Secretary 
General Dr. Sgfwan Touqan and 
Italian Ambassador to Jordan 
Francesco De Ctuten. 


By a Jordan times Staff Wrttr 

AMMAN — “When someone 
has a dream it is but a dream, but 
when everybody shares the same 
dream it becomes reality," — 
that is how aCotombian poet put 
it The dream is peace and two 
young Jordanians are trying to 
make this possible. 

Sweden’s life-link, a global 
project for all young people, aims 
at instilling faith in today's youth 
about the future. The program- 
me. through a writing competi- 
tion, chore two Jordanians, a boy 
and a girl, to go to Sweden to 
attend an international seminar 
on peace. 

Lara Smeir and Ahmad A1 Sal- 
ti, both 16, won seats at the 
conference after writing im- 
prqmptu essays on what is thre- 
atening foe planet earth and 
posable solutions. 

Salti’s essay focused on many 
ills faring the world but he stres- 
sed foe essentiality of inner peace. 
“If we want to promote peace we 
have to be at peace with 
ourselves,’' he says. His essay 
addressed such problems as 
pollution, radiation and tradition- 


al wars. 

Smeir’s essay concentrated on 
the individual as the important 
player ini global issues. “The indi- 
vidual is what matters, more than 
foe government or -anything 
else.” Smeir believes that if indi- 
viduals* unite for a specific pur- 
pose they can succeed. 

While in Sweden, the winners 
met with many other concerned 
young people. “We saw that ve 
are not the only people (Arabs) 
with problems,” Smeir told the 
Jordan Times upon their return 
to A mm a n . “Some of our prob- 
lems in Jordan arc the same as in 
other countries,” she added. 

The winning essays were 
selected by a committee which 
opened the contest to about eight 
or nine private schools in foe 
Kingdom. The committee, which 
received approximately 800 
essays from the students, also 
based their selection cm perso- 
nality. 

Smeir and Salti plan to keep 
spreading foe message of peace in 
the country and outside by setting 
up a Life-Link club and corres- 
ponding with other young adults. 


ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
MINISTRY OF WATER AND 
IRRIGATION/ 

WATER AUTHORITY 
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFR) 
TENDER NO. 39/89/VL 
SUPPLY OF GATE VALVES, CHECK 
VALVES 

AND BUTTERFLY VALVES 

1. The Water Authority of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan has received a loan from the World Bank in 
various currencies towards the cost of the water and 
sewerage project and it is intended that part of the 
proceeds of- this loan will be applied to eligible 
payments under the contracts for the purchase of gate 
valves, check valves and butterfly valves. 

2. The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from 
eligible bidders for the supply of gate valves, check 
valves and butterfly valves. 

3. interested eligible bidders may obtain further 
Information from, and Inspect the documents 
at, the office of the Secretary General of the 
Water Authority, Shmeisani, P.O. Box 2412, 

• Amman, Jordan. Telephone 680100. Telex 
22439 JO. 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be purch- 
ased by any eligible bidder on submission of a written 
application to the above address and the payment of 

\ non-refundabie fee of JD 150. 

5. Ail bids must be accompanied by a bid security 
in the amount(s) specified in Section V Sche- 
dule of Requirements, and must be delivered 
to the above office not later than 12:00 hours, 
Jordan local time, Saturday Oct, 28, 1989. 

Ena. Mutazz Belbeisl 
Secretary General 
Water Authority 


ment. 

It said there activities focus on 
foe implementation of foe science 
and technology projects in re- 
search and higher education re- 
lated to the requirements of the 
economic development of 
Jordan. 

Many of these activities are 
envisaged as research coopera- 
tion and joint research program- 
mes between the Kingdom and 
European institutions. 

According to the EC state- 
ment, details of the activities will 
be worked out by the involved 
Jordanian universities and institu- 
tions during foe next few months, 
and will be subject to a final 
■round of discussions with foe 
German experts before being 
submitted to foe EC authorities 
for initiating their implementa- 
tion dnringthe first half of 1990. 


Health and Soda! Development 
Zubair Malhas, Sweileh Mayor 
Habes Obeidat, members of foe 
board of foe institute and Direc- 
tor Dr. Hind Dawany. 

Dawany briefed the two 
queens on the programmes of the 
institute, which was established in 
1986 as a joint Swedish-Jordanian 
project, with the objective of 
furthering national efforts in de- 
veloping new and comprehensive 
methods of preventing health 
care for pregnant mothers and 
pre-school children. 

Initially funded by Sweden 
through the Radda Bamen (Save 
the Children) Organisation, foe 
institute is now under the admi- 
nistrative and financial control of 
the NHF. 

In a speech she delivered at the 
institute. Queen Silvia said 
Sweden has always sought to pro- 
ride children with services at the 
highest possible level and ex- 
pressed her satisfaction that Rad- 
da Bamen could export these 
services to Jordan. 

Describing Radda Barnen ex- 
perts as 'the best ambassadors of 
Sweden," the queen voiced hope 
that the ICHD “will continue to 
progress and provide the best 
services to the children of 
Jordan.” 

The institute seeks to improve 
growth monitoring practices by 
parents, conduct primary field 
research among children, train 
health workers and produce in- 
formation material to promote 
parents’ and teachers’ awareness 
of early signs of childhood dis- 
eases and abnormalities. 

Queen Silvia was later accom- 
panied by Princess Majda Ra’ad 
to foe AJ Hussein Society for the 
Education and Rehabilitation of 
the Physically Handicapped, 
where she was received by Her 
Royal Highness Princess Basma 
and the centre's children. Also 
present were society board mem- 



Their Majesties Queen Silvia and Queen Noor are briefed by NHF 
Director In'am AJ Mufti Tuesday on the founda lion’s programmes 
(Petra photo) 


bers, and Swedish visitors includ- 
ing Swedish journalists. 

Princess Majda, president of 
foe society, welcomed Queen Sil- 
via with a brief speech about the 
centre. 

The centre was established in 
1984 with the help of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma, foe 
Queen Alia Jordan Social Wel- 
fare Fund, and through a gener- 
ous donation made by the Sultan 
Qaboos of Oman. 

“Before we worked in impro- 
vised quarters for five years. 
Now, we have 170 students/pa- 
tients, 60 staff members, 10 
volunteers of different nationali- 
ties including two Swedish girls. 
In an annex, we have a voca- 
tional training school to which 
two new floors have been added 
as a result of a donation made by 


a Jordanian family,” Princess 
Majda said. 

“We were also donated mobile 
clinic from the Italian govern- 
ment. We operate it jointly with 
the Cerebral Palsy Foundation so 
as to reach out and help a greater 
number of handicapped people,” 
Princess Majda said. 

Around 400 patients have re- 
ceived medical treatment from 
this clinic. 

Queen Silvia, who has shown a 
keen interest in serving handicap- 
ped people, toured the centre, its 
classrooms, especially Ihe first 
and third grades — two new 
additions — where classes were 
under way. 

The queen also visited the occu- 
pational therapy section, the phy- 
siotherapy room, and the hycl- 
refoerapy room. 


Bashaireh: Jordan has 
46 community colleges 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of 
Higher Education's .Secretary 
General Ahmad Bashaireh said 
Tuesday that Jordan now has 46 
community colleges providing 
training in SS various specialisa- 
tions, complementing the work of 
universities in Jordan. 

He said that the increase in the 
number of community colleges in 
the Kingdom reflects the need 
for specialised training aimed at 
helping to promote development 


in the country 

Bashaireh was addressing the 
opening session of a training 
seminar on methods of teaching 
and the use of technical aids in 
educational and vocational fields. 

Bashaireh referred to the Arab 
Federation of Vocational Train- 
ing and paid tribute to its achieve- 
ments over foe past 10 years. He 
noted that Jordan has been active 
in supporting the federation's 
activities and programmes. 





ARAB BANK ltd. 


Wi i 1 MO I 

A newly developed service by the Arab Bank for the use 

of the 

Automated Teller Machine ( ATM ) 

Customers can now conduct the following 
banking operations by using their ATM Cards : 


• Draw cash up to JD 400 from 
your account. 

• Deposit (cash or cheque) in 
any of your accounts or the 
account of another person . 

• Demand to know the balance 
of your deposits and obtain a 
summarised account state- 
ment. 

• Demand a detailed account 
statement. 

• Pay electricity bills by debiting 
your accounts . 

• Direct transfer of deposits 
from your account to others in 
any of the Arab Bank 
branches in Jordan. 

• Request a cheque book. 












CONTACT ANY OF OUR BRANCHES 
FOR INFORMATION IN THIS REGARD 


The Arab Bank has lalely installed an ATM at 
its branch in Jabai Hussein and the ATM ser- 
vice is now available at the following 
branches : 

• King Faisal Street 
■ Shmeisani 

• Bayader Wadi Seer 

• Fifth Circle 

• Jubeiha Office 

• Marka 

• Jabai Hussein 

• Abdali 

• Jordan Intercontinental Hotel 

• Gardens Office 

• Ashrafieh Office. 

• Zarqa 

• Shafiq Irsheidat Off.(lrbid) 
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Protect the 
environment 


PRELIMINARY investigations confirmed Sunday that wan- 
ton negligence was the cause of the very dangerous leak of 
poisonous chlorine gas from a chemical plant in the Zarka 
area. On the very same day investigations also revealed that 
criminal intentions were behind the smuggling of raw fat in 
sewage dumping trucks to be nsed recklessly and dangerous- 
ly in adulterating foodstuffs that Jordanians innocently 
consume every day unaware of the posions that are 
constantly being poured into their blood veins often cansing 
irreparable damage to their health. 

Earlier on, mercury was discovered seaping into water 
streams leading to one of the important water dams in the 
country. This is not to mention the liberal use of pesticides 
and insecticides by the agricultural sector to an extent that 
also threatens life and health in the country. To be sure, 
there are many other violations of man’s environment and 
his natural habitat in the country, some that have been 
discerned with tittle or no public outcry and others that have 
yet to be revealed and noticed. 

All such grave incidents tell an ominous story that the 
country and people of Jordan have yet to acquire the 
environmental culture that seeks sources of pollutions and 
violation of the environment and makes a conceited effort to 
address them. The laissez faire attitude that permeated life 
in Jordan for so long with regard to pollutants of nature and 
ravages to the environment is an integral part of the 
explanation of why we in Jordan have been plagued by sOent 
neglect of environmental issues, be they in the industrial, 
agricultural, water or atmospheric sectors of life m the 
Kingdo m. 

All this su gg ests that governmental and nongovernmen- 
tal organisations concerned about stiff er environmental 
controls must seek new bold laws and the necessary potent 
and effective machinery to rectify the ongoing threats to the 
environment in Jordan. Perhaps even more important tha w 
legislation and the policing the implementation of such new 
legislation is an effort to make the public more aware of 
environmental considerations and to imbue in them the 
spirit to fight all forms of threat to their health. It has been 
the experience of all nations which achieved a remarkable 
degree of success in combating environmental threats that 
progress in this domain is achieved through public outcry. 
Only if the people can be drafted into the process against 
pollution in all its forms wiD the state be able to do 
something effective about it. All this leads ns to an earlier 
decision to establish a consumer protection society. Such a 
society is an indispensable part of our fight against environ- 
mental threats. Jordan has yet to bear about the birth of 
that society. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


JORDANIAN dailies on Tuesday gave wide coverage of a visit to 
Jordan by King Gustaf and Queen Silvia of Sweden, welcoming 
the monarch and the queen; and praising Sweden's stand vis a vis 
the Middle East issue and world problems. 


A1 Ra’i daily said that Swedisb-Jodanian relations have always 
been marked with close cooperation and friendliness and mutual 
respect, deepened by the fact that Sweden has been playing major 
roles designed to serve die cause of world justice and peaoe. 
Sweden has also been playing a leading role in safeguarding the 
world’s environment, thus providing an. essential service to the 
whole international community, said the paper. Jordan has always 
looked to Sweden with appreciation and respect and for help to 
contribute towards the establishment of peace and an end to all 
regional conflicts; and indeed Sweden has always assumed its 
intemationaJ responsibility in these matters and. has always been 
keen on preserving world peace by adhering to 'its neutrality and 
positively contributing towards the enhancement of world peace, 
the paper added. Sweden's noble actions in these issues, the paper 
continued, were manifested in Stockholm’s participation in 
peace-making efforts led by the United Nations by sending envoys 
to the troubled spots and contributed to the U.N. peace force 
around the world. Sweden has contributed a great deal towards 
the development in Jordan, said the paper, and the present royal 
visit is deeply appreciated by the Jordanian people. 


A columnist in AJ Ra’i daily urges the government to take serious 
measures to deal with those tampering with public health and 
impose strict penalties on those responsible for the smuggling of 
fat unfit for human consumption. Salah Abdul Sam&d says that 
the smuggling of the contaminated fat should not be looked on as 
a mere smuggling case, but one that has serious consequences on 
public health. The incident clearly shows a disregard on the part 
of the perpetrators of all human considerations, and intended as a 
means to cause harm to Jordanian industries, the writer notes. He 
says it is a crime directed against the whole nation, committed in 
violation of all principles and social values. The writer calls for foil 
investigation into the case by the military courts, and urges the 
health minister to cancel all licenses issued to restaurants and food 
shops that do not abide by the health safety regulations so as to 
ensure that no harm is being done to public health and no harm is 
caused to Jordanian industries which constitute a major source of 
foreign currency. 


A1 Dustour daily commended the strong friendly ties between 
Sweden and Jordan; and paid tribote to Stockholm's foreign 
policy. The numerous Swedish envoys who had played leading 
roles to enhance world peace stand out as witness of Sweden’s 
peace oriented nature and its desire to provide assistance to other 
countries, said the paper. The Middle East region, the paper 
noted, is a troubled spot which awaits efforts by peace-loving 
nations like Sweden, and awaits justice for the oppressed 
Palestinians. The Palestine question and the Gulf situation are 
two dangerous spots, awaiting the full implementation of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions through the help of peace-loving 
nations so that peace and justice can be re-estblisbed, said the 
paper. 


ECOLIGHT 


By javid Anaox 


Who writes our economic agenda? 


MY HAPPINESS over the success of the government to effect 
monetary and foreign exchange stability is even greater than my 
satisfaction over Ed Koch’s loss of bis bid to win the U.S. 
Democratic Party nomination for New York mayorship. The 
recent pronouncements of Mr. Basil Jardaneh, the minister of 
finance, to the Financial Times are reassuring. So were Eh - . 
Mohammad Said Nabulsfs, the Central Bank governor, who 
spoke to the press in Tunis on Jordan's exchange rate stability. 

What is next on the economic agenda then? What problems are 
we going to tackle? 


If success enlivens investments, then we should bokfly focus our 
attention on decreasing government expenditure. Subsidies can 
be revised and made more specific; taxes should lx collected 
more efficiently; and government investments must be sold and 
the proceeds go to cover our foreign debts. Thus the inflationary 
impact of increased investment can be partialy offset by de creased 
government expenditure and .enhanced family incomes. 


We have three major problems — rising cost of living, rising 
unemployment and slow investments. The three problems are 
interlocked and the solution to them cannot be as simple as the 
solution of the foreign exchange problem. We have to make sure 
that the system of trade — offs between the solution of one 
problem and the aggravation of another does not create new 
uncertainties and chain reactions which would extend beyond our 
control. 

Inflation is a price phenomenon in the domestic market and a 
cost phenomenon imported from abroad. In. other words people 


Each step taken must be carefully calculated. However, wc 
should have a comprehensive plan to discipline our subplans and 
executive decisions. Who is going to write the economic agenda. 
Naturally the concerned minis tries should do it in dose coopera- 
tion with the private sector. Once prepared, it should be approved 
by the new Parliament — so that the public is aware of the plan 
and its impact. 

Our problems look serious. However, they can be resolved with 
well-designed plans and carefully executed actions. Yet, time is a 
valuable asset. The success in the first steps of monetary 
stab ilisati on should give us the courage to take other needed 
steps-provided we move fast. To wait until after the forthcoming 
parliamentary elections could prove to be a costly decision. 


arc facing continuous commodity price adjustments by the rise in 
the cost of foreign input's. Thus, people ire paying more dinars 
for their needs, bat these dinars are transferred < most of them) to 
foreign exporters. Therefore, our balance of payments may suffer 
from a greater deficit and nay cause a further foreign exchange 
shock. 

On the other band, wages and salaries are kept al their nominal 
level, while their purchasing power is declining. How much 
further can we sustain the decline m real incomes — especially 
when we are paying more taxes and when job opportunities are 
not increasing at par with increase in the supply of labour? 

Our economic agenda for the next four years 11990-1993) musi 
be written now. It should include plans and alternative plans. We 
should draw plans with different scenarios to meet the challenge 


of the future. Priority should be given to the encouragement of 
investment, both domestic and foreign. The climate is quite 
conducive. If we succeed in doing that we will enhance job 


The climate is quite 


availability and thus improve family incomes and alleviate the 
pressure to increase wages. Funds for investment should be made 
available, reminding those concerned that funds are actually 
available for good projects. 


Europeans redrawing continent’s map , 


By Marcus Eliason 

The Associated Press 


LONDON — Fifty years after 
World War H, Europe is again in 
ferment. The post-postwar era is 
dawning. 

As foe western half of the 
continent approaches a water- 
shed in the long trek toward 
union, its rival bloc to the east is 
falling to pieces. For Poland and 
Hungary, democracy beckons. 
East Germany, having spurned 
the new spirit of Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, suffers the 
humiliation of more than 14,000 
of its citizens fleeing west. 


has embarked on an adventure. 
The geopolitical order that was 
imposed after World War II and 
denned by a dosed border from 
the Baltic to foe Adriatic is 
crumbling, and no one can say 
what finally will take its place. 

“The ‘new Europe 1 is not yet 
born, but it is gestating,” writes 
Daniel Vernet, a senor editor of 
the French daily Le Monde. 


These refugees, most of them 
young and skilled, are foe lifeb- 
lood of foe 40-year-old Commun- 
ist state. Yet they have chosen to 
cut themselves off from roots, 
friends and families and take 
their chances in the West. 

The phenomenon is not new. 
Hundreds have died attempting 
to breach the 28-year-old Berlin 
wall or foe watch-towered fron- 
tier that divides the Germanys. 

What is different is that they 
fled via Hungary, once one of foe 
hard-line Eastern bloc countries, 
now reformed and liberalised in a 
manner that leaves its ally East 
Germany looking like a dinosaur. 1 

The whole continent of Europe 


Much depends on whether 
Gorbachev can keep control of 
foe forces his reforms have un- 
leashed. Will Moscow allow its 
satellites to fly into new, un- 
charted orbits? Can it contain the 
pent-up ethnic and nationalist 
rage simmering in Latvia, Geor- 
gia, Armenia, Uzbekistan and 
other Soviet republics? Can the 
West afford foe kind of aid 
needed to keep foe new democra- 
cies afloat? 

There is widespread rejection 
of orthodox Communism and an 
admission of its political, econo- 
mic and social failures. 


United States of Europe? 


1992 in what some will be temp- 
ted to call a united states of 
Europe. 

A huge bloc of 320 million 
people, un trammeled by fron- 
tiers, is about to emeige. Fifty 
years ago they were at war with 
each other. 

“Europe is rediscovering itself. 
It is now able to put a line under 
the second world war. look at 
itself and see where we are in the 
world,” says Robert Elphick, an 
EEC spokesman in London. 

“Eastern Europeans are also 
rediscovering themselves and fall- 
ing back on old traditions, ex- 
pressing themselves through then- 
own culture and not through 
something imported from outside 
by forceable means,” he said in 
an interview. ' 

East and West, compelling im- 
ages are being etched almost dai- 
ly on European minds: An East 
German woman painting a West 
German insignia onto her car 
before crossing foe border; giant 
machines digging a tunnel to link 
Britain to France; in Poland, the 
East bloc’s first non-Communist 


Eva Kulesza calls “an accelera- 
tion of history." 

The postwar order, “so thre- 
atening and yet so stable, so 
basically unacceptable and yet so 
reassuringly predictable, is un- 
raveling at an accelerating pace," 
says Francois Heisbourg, director 
of the London-based Internation- 
al Institute for Strategic Studies. 


dominating foe heart erf Europe 
with its mighty economic muscle. 
“If you go beyond the ritual 


calling for pulling down the Ber- 
lin wall, I think there is a feeding 


that German unification might 
not be desirable,” says Jonathan 
Hyde-Price, an analyst at foe 
Royal Institute of International 
Affairs in London. 


whether we are really prepared 
for it — do we really wanted a 
united Germany?” she said m an 
interview. 

In a gloomy analysis, Oxford 
University Professor John Gray 
writes that the economic odds 
against Gorbachev may be insur- 
mountable. even with massive 
Western aid. 


German unification 


Meanwhile, in Western 
Europe, foe 22 states of foe Euro- 
pean .Eamomic Community are 
about to pool their sovereignty 
and cement their political and 
economic union at foe end of 


premier- 

while foe unity of Western 
Europe is foe outcome of a plod- 
ding, painstaking-processthat be- 
gan soon after WoHd War EL, 
events in Eastern Europe are 
provoked by what French analyst 


It “may make adjustment diffi- 
cult and sow the seeds of future 
instability,” he wrote m the Inde- 
pendent newspaper in London. 

Detlef Kuhn, director of foe 
Bonn government's All-German 
Institute, believes foe refugee ex- 
odus has made German reunifica- 
tion a live issue. 

In an interview, Kuhn argued 
that if East Germany were to 
implement the reforms needed to 
make it attractive to its 17 million 
citizens, foe country would have 
to dump Gnmmnnigm ) and then 
would cease to have any reason to 
exist. 

My analysis is that unification 
would solve so many problems 
that we would have an economic 
boom, which is good not only for 
Germany but Europe as a whole/’ 
Kuhn sard. 

But the world may not be ready 
for an even bigger Germany 


Since it is assumed that Mos- 
cow would tolerate a reunited 
Germany only if it were neutral, 
he said in an interview, ‘T think 
there’s a feeling that West Ger- 
many is too important for NATO 
and the EEC to risk losing.” 
Most analysts say it’s far too 
early to write East Germany's 
obituary. The Economist calcu- 
lated that even with tbs exodus 
via Hungary, proportionately 
fewer people have left East Ger- 
many in the past year than emi- 
grate from Ireland, yet “nobody 
assumes the collapse of Ireland.” 
But it concluded unification 
would be foe world’s biggest 
change in 40 years, and “is no 
longer a subject from which foe 
eye can be comfortably averted.” 
Mrs. Kulesza, head of Soviet 
and .East European research at 
-foe-independent French Institute-, 
of International Relations, 
agrees. 

. “What I'm worried about is 


“The danger is that foe decay 
of the totalitarian system built up 
by Stalin and Lenin will result doi 
in foe reconstitution of a stable 
civil society, but in mounting 
chaos, economic collapse and the 
destabilisation of the experiments 
in controlled democracy in Po- 
land and Hungary.” 

If so, he wrote, "then what we * 
are now witnessing in the Soviet 
Union is not the middle of a 
reform, but foe beginnings of a 
revolution, whose course no one 
can foresee.” 

Norman Stone, professor of 
modern history at Oxford Uni- 
versity. sees ‘foe wheel turning 
foil circle, '* to a point where “we 
may, at long last, be realising the 
aims with which we went to war 
SO years ago. 

'.‘There are many problems to 
he wrote- in the- Sunday 
Times, “but 2989 is a good year 
to be alive; we may, at tong last, 
have won the war.” 


Germany must not shun an active Middle East policy 


By Wolfgang Kohler 


ARTHUR James Balfour, Brit- 
ish Foreign Secretary from 1916 
to 1919, has gone down in history 
for his Balfour Declaration on the 
future of Palestine. 

In a letter dated 2 November 
1917 and written to foe Zionist 
leader. Lord Rothschild, Balfour 
wrote that His Majesty's govern- 
ment was well disposed toward 
the establishment of a national 
home for foe Jews in Palestine. 

It would do its best to make 
this objective easier to attain 
“but, you will appreciate, nothing 
must be done that might pre- 
judice foe civil and religious 
rights of existing non-Jewish com- 
munities in Palestine or jeopar- 
dise foe rights and political status 
of Jews in other countries.” 


The Zionists used this declara- 
tion as a formal basis for their 
efforts to set up a Jewish state in 
Palestine, whereas it is conde- 
mned to fob day by Palestinian 
Arabs as foe starting-point of 
alien rule over their native coun- 
try and as an expression of West- 
ern imperialism in the Middle 
East 

In March 1925 Balfour, then 
aged 77, paid Palestine, then 
administered by Britain under 
League of Nations mandate, his 
first and only visit. 

He travelled there for the inau- 
guration of the Hebrew Universi- 
ty in Jerusalem. On his arrival foe 
customs officer is said to have 
asked him: “Have yon anything 
else to declare?” 

Derek Hopwood, professor of 
Middle Eastern history at St. 
Anthony’s College, Oxford, told 
this anecdote at foe annual con- 
ference of the British Society for 
Middle Eastern Studies in 
Durham. 

Maybe, be suggested, it was 
time foe British government 
issued a further declaration to foe 
effect that Her Majesty's govern- 
ment was well disposed toward 
foe establishment of a Palestinian 
state. 

Arab-European relations were 
the keynote of foe conference, 
held jointly this year with its 
French counterpart, the Associa- 
tion francaise pour 1’etude dn 
monde arabe et musulman. 

In his Reflections on Relations 
between Europe and the Middle 
East, Professor Hopwood also 
dealt with the allegation that the 
West had adopted a view of the 
East that had little to do with the 
realities of foe situation. 


“The Arabs,” he concluded, 
“have adopted a view of Europe 
based on imagination and con- 
frontation, just as the Europeans 
have adopted a view of the Mid- 
dle East based on imagination 
and domination.” 

Many people in the Middle 
East had redefined their position 
in terms of Islam, which owed 
nothing to foe West, yet were 
still at loggerheads with foe West 
as they imagined it, he said. 

He called this attitude foe third 
stage, after importing nationalist 
revolution and socialist illusion 
from the West. 

The Middle East, in his view, 
was more anxious than virtually 
any other part of the world to 
protect its cultural heritage — 
and felt threatened by cultural 
Westernisation. 

Concepts such as dignity, au- 
thenticity and identity were 
associated with Islam. Yet how 
could a state be modem and 
liberal without being Westernised 
and -dominated by foe West? 

In answer to this question Pro- 
fessor Hopwood referred to Iran, 
which was, be said, the only state 
that had tried to adopt an extrem- 
ist approach. 

If there is a gap in understand- 
ing between Europe and the Mid- 
dle East, how is one to bridge it? 
"Orientalism” is not foe right 
answer; it is a Western lesson, not 
a dialogue, it stresses distinctions 
and thus becomes a boundary and 
a limitation. 

Yet Professor Hopwood was 
equally dismissive in ruling oat 
“Occidentalism” as an approach 
to tmderstanding. 

In his view every educated 
Arab is to some extent an 
“Ocddentalist,” having absorbed 
some aspect or other of Western 
col tore. So he ought to be pre- 
pared to enter into a dialogue 
with a European intermediary. 

Both sides must redefine their 
relations, not attaching too much 
importance to the past. Professor 
Hopwood saw a number of hope- 
ful signs that this was happening. 

Udo Steinbach, director of the 
German .Oriental Studies Insti- 
tute, Hamburg, regretted that the 
Federal Republic of Germany 
was at present absent from foe 
political stage in the Middle East 

There bad yet to be any Ger- 
man response to dramatic 
changes there which had estab- 
lished new coordinates for a set- 
tlement of foe Arab-Israeli or 
Palestiman-Israeli confrontation. 
This silence in Bonn — on, say, 


die PLO’s peace initiative — ref- 
lected, as he saw it, a malaise felt 
in Bonn on various occasions in 
respect of relations with foe Mid- 
dle East. 

There were high Arab expecta- 
tions of the Federal Republic's 
political clout corresponding to 
its economic ties with foe region, 
but foe federal government had 
strictly limited room for political 
manoeuvre. 

Bonn was trying to avoid any- 
thing that might further compli- 
cate relations with Washington in 
view of the part played by Ger- 
man firms in the construction of a 
chemicals plant in Libya and of 
the difficult talks with foe United 
States on short-range nuclear 
missiles. 

Steinbach mentioned as an in- 
stance of external pressure such 
as had influenced decisions in 
Bonn on previous occasions Wil- 
liam Satire's New York Times 
commentary entitled “Au- 
schwitz-in-the-Sand.” 

This article had shown what 
problems Bonn faced in its Mid- 
dle East policy. 


Tliis common European 
approach took shape in the early 
1970s, mainly as a proving ground 
to show whether a common Euro- 
pean foreign policy was possible. 

Due largely to German urging, 
the “legitimate rights” of the 
Palestinian people, up to and 
including the “tight of self-deter- 
mination,” had been included in 
a number of declarations. ' 


The idea, Steinbach said, had 
then been to call for a solution to 
the German Question that -was 
similar ly based on the right of 
self-determination . 

The intifada and the Israeli 
response to it had intensified 
Bonn’s dilemma. The federal 
government had endorsed the 
condemnation of moves by the 
Israeli army in the 8 February 
1988 European Community dec- 
laration, but bilaterally the Ger- 
man reaction had been “extreme- 


reached by all parties in the 
March 1988 Bundestag debate 
that foe Germans must be “parti- 
cularly tactful” with regard to 
these events and were not enti- 
tled to tell the Israelis what to do. 

Ought foe Federal Republic to 
pursue a Middle East policy of 
any kind? Steinbach mentioned 
three reasons why it should, as 
the federal government and foe 
Bundestag saw it. 


ly guarded.” 

He referred to 


the agreement 


The other two were economic 
grounds, such as German de- 
pendence on ofl imports from the 
Middle East (although the de- 
pendence has declined, from 44 
per cent in 1981 to 16 per cent in 
1987), and German exports. 

Outside the Western iridustxial- 
ised countries the Middle East 
ranks second only to Eastern 
Europe as a market for German 
exports. These economic consid- 
erations mean that Germany has 
an interest in stability in the 
region. 


Die Federal Republic is not 
only affected by war and tension 
in the Middle' East; it is also 
threatened by terrorist attacks 
and hijackings. 

The special nature of German- 
Israeli relations ought in Stein- 
bach's view not merely to find 
expression in declarations, 
friendship arrangements and an 
endless succession of viators to 
Israel. 

It must include political re- 
sponsibility to safeguard Israel's 
existence by means of reconcilia- 
tion with the Arabs. In the longer 
term Israel’s security could only 
be guaranteed in part by military 
strength and external support. 

Lasting security could only be 
achieved by means of comprom- 
ise. Given its historic responsibil- 
ity toward Israel the Federal Re- 
public must not s hun an active 
Middle East policy; it must com- 
mit itself even more strongly than 
others — Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung fur Deutschland. 


He mentioned for purposes of 
comparison the accusations level- 
led by former Israeli Premier 
Menahem Begin at Bonn Chan- 
cellor Helmut Schmidt for having 
served in the WehnnachL 

Mr. Begin's accusations were 
made in a bid to stall the export 
of German tanks to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Bonn's relations with Israel 
have in Steinbach’s opinion been 
the determining factor in German 
policy on foe Middle East ever 
since foe Federal Republic was 
founded. 

“The Arabs were only consi- 
dered marginally,'' he said. 
“Bonn expected them to show 
understanding." 

He listed factors that made 
German policy toward foe Mid- 
dle East more difficult. They in- 
cluded Germany's past, the dose 
ties between Israel and America, 
foe Federal Republic’s reliance 
on foe United States, the com- 
plexity of foe situation in the 
Middle East and the extraordin- 
ary sensitivity of German public 
opinion where Israel was con- 
cerned. 

If the federal government had 
nonetheless succeeded in drawing 
up and pursuing to some extent a 
Middle East policy worthy of the 
name, it had only been able to do 
so by virtue of the common Euro- 
pean policy toward the Middle 
East 


W. German villagers 


want British army to leave 


By Alexander Ferguson 

Reuter 


BI5PINGEN, West Germany — 
Residents of Luenebeig heath, 
where Nazi troops on the western 
front surrendered to allied forces 
at foe end of World War II, want 
foe .British army to leave one of 
its most important t raining areas. 

Villagers say foe troops and 
their tanks have turned the idyllic 
landscape south of Hamburg into 
a wasteland reminiscent of foe 
Flanders battlefields of the World 
War I. 

Ecoligbts rage as Chieftain 
tanks churn the land into a quag- 
mire. Villagers wince under die 
roar of Tornado jets. 

A church group has planted 
wooden crosses around the 173 
square kilometre area to show the 
land is dead. 

The tension between the 
army’s training needs and local 
concern about the countryside 
has reached foe point ' where 
Bonn and London have had to 
get involved. 

Defence ministers from the two 
NATO allies will meet on 
Wednesday in West Germany 


and the issue of the exercise area 
is on foe agenda, diplomats said. 

Under the Soltau-Lueneberg 
treaty of 195 9, British troops are 
allowed to cany out manoeuvres 
on the heath, much of which is a 
nature reserve, at all times of the 
day throughout foe year. 

“The treaty is a left over from 
the Second World War,” said 
Dieter Moehrmann, a local mem- 
ber of parliament. “People are 
ack of it.” 

“Nothing can grow here,” said 
Emst-Otto Bosselmann, spokes- 
man for a local protest group, 
pointing to a sea of mud stretch- 
ing to the horizon. 

One British military source de- 
scribed foe treaty as a “running 
sore in Anglo-German rela- 
tions,** but shrugged off the com- 
plaints by comparing them to the 
type of protest made when a 
motorway was built. 

*Tfs unpleasant if it’s on your 
doorstep, out it’s for foe greater 

good; NATO’s defence,” he said. 

Moehrmann said that when the 
treaty was signed foe West Ger- 
man government had feiled to get 
guarantees that foe population 
and environment would be re- 


spected. 

He and Bosselmann are pi 
a growing pressure group, 
almost 300 members, who wai 
see the treaty scrapped by 19 
the latest. 

The group has sent a petitu 
Bonn signed by more than 1C 
people from the 26,000 st 
co mmuni ty 


, “The protests against the 
troops are as old as foe treaty'* 
itself," said Klans Doppke, foe 
chief local government officer in 
Bispingen, a village in the centre 
of the manoeuvre area. 


But be said opposition was 
growing among local people and 
foe West Germans who . spent their 
holidays is foe area could see no 


point to the huge military pre- 
sence at a time when the Soviet 
leader Mikhail .Gorbachev had 
announced arms control and dis- 
armament initiatives. 


“We fry .to counter these critic-ft 
isms by saying its .better to have * 
Chieftain tanks here tfraw tanks 
with red stare dn them. But aS - 
they, see is the countryside being 
destroyed,” he said. 










Going East 
pays off 


By Stan Martcnson 

THERE ARE 68 Goethe Instj- 
tnte* throughout the world. 
There is every indication that 

they will be set up m a few other 

countries soon. The king years of 
effort an the part of the Federal 
Repuhhc of G er m a ny to ^ 
access for this cultural 
organisation to Eastern Europe 
now seems to be paying off. So 

far, there have only been Goethe 

Institutes in die Yugoslavian 
dries of Belgrade (since 1970) 
and Zagreb (since 1971). But 
Yugoslavia is a special case in 
Eastern Europe. It does not be- 
long to the Socialist c ommuni ty 
of states. The first member of the 

Warsaw Pact to allow the estab- 
lishment of a Goethe Tnaritntw 
was Romania in 1979. Unlike the 
branches in Belgrade and Zag- 
reb, the Goethe Institute in 
Bucharest was permitted to run 
German language courses with- 
out being able to accommodate 
all those interested. 

' Early 1988, a Goethe Institute 
was o pened in Budapest. The 
internal situation in Hungary 
changed course in favour of phor- 
atism. The monopoly for G erman 
cultural work, enjoyed so for by 
the GDR, no longer obtains fol- 
lowing the democratization of the 
political and social conditions in 
Hungary. Boon’s foreign policy 
made advances to Hungary which 
have now turned out to be worth- 
w hile. W hat is more, the Goethe 
Institute in Budapest is of par- 
ticular importance. A German 
minority living in Hungary is now 
receiving greater attention from 
the Hungarian state once more. 
Tbas applies above all to language 
activity. Hungary has now started 
to promote German as a mother 
tongne. There is a need for lan- 
guage-teaching material and 
background i ii fnm mti on on the 
Federal Republic of Germany — 
as produced and distributed by 
Inter Nationes, a further mediat- 
ing organisation, on a wide range 
of topics for farther Ge rm a n fore- 
ign cultural work. 

It seems fikely that the next 
Goetire Institute s will be opened 
in Moscow and Warsaw. An 
agreement to tins effect was 
signed dutingthe visit to Bonn by' 
Mikhail Gorbachev, the Soviet 
state and party, leader. Like the 
institutes m Belgrade, Zagreb, 
Bucharest and Budapest, the one 
in Moscow wiS not bear the 
faminame of Goethe. Efforts to 
get tiie contracting pa rt ners in 
Eastern Europe to agree to tins 
have been unsuccessful 'so far. 
Admittedly, there are non-rCom- 
murnst countries in which Ger- 
man cultural institutes have 
another name. The Moscow insti- 
tute will, in afi probability, com- 
mence operations next year. 
There is a vague hope that the 
institute will be accommodated in 
the old palace, occupied at present 
by the German Embassy. The 
fact that tiie Soviet go v ernm ent 
has allowed the institute to be 
accessible to all Soviet citizens in 
the agreement, has been chalked 
up as a success by the Goethe 
Institute’s head office in Munich. 

The agreement on a cultural 
institute in Poland has already 
been initialled. In other words, it 
is still awaiting official signature 
du rin g Federal Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl’s visit to Warsaw. The 
institute will boast of one special 


feature: at Poland’s request. Its 
purview is to be extended to 
mcfaxfc the exchange <rf scientific 
and technological information. A 
data terminal is to be installed, 
providing Pofish users with access 
to German data banks. 
Thus enhancement of com- 
mitments tHat- the Goethe 
Iiwtitnte is breaking new ground. 
The head office in Munich is 
anticipating considerable tednrio- 
al and organisaricaml 

in tiie initial stages. 

The prospects of setting up 
German oo a 

similar basis in Prague and Sofia 
are by no means poor. An agree- 
ment with Bulgaria was signed in 
November 1988. Since 1 April 
1989, the head of the institute , 
together with a locally-employed 
member of staff, has been Crying 
to cope with the onrush, particu- 
larly “German learners”. The 
with Fragile have 
not been concluded. 

The opening-up of Eastern 
Europe for cultural insti- 
tutes from the Federal Republic 
of Germany has been a long- 
standing objective of foreign 
cultural policy. Expectations on 
the part of the population vis-a- 
vis the Goethe Institutes are great 
There are fears in Munich that 
there win be much disappoint- 
ment when it is discovered tint 
the newly erected cultural insti- 
tutes are stiD inadequately equip- 
ped with staff and material (lib- 
rary). The question of is 

creating heartaches. The latest 
annual report by the Goethe In- 
stitute states: ’The joy engen- 
dered by the possibilities of de- 
veloping new activities in the 
direction of Eastern Europe is 
dooded by the fact that tiie essen- 
tial provision of tiie necessary 

and matwiah n muh w tO 

be a difficult and ardnoos ta»k. 
Whilst thin is under st andable in 
the light of the considerable 
budgetary problems on the part 
of the Federal government, ft is 
hardly aaxptable in the li ght of 
the politically-desired intensifica- 
tion. of cooperation, especially 
with Eastern Europe.” 

The Goethe Tnaritmie re c e ntl y 
fisted tiie funds it required and 
'whatThcjr weir deeded for. The 
ihhI hiiimwih planing covers the 
period 1990-1993. It » empha- 
sised that, in the countries of 
Eastern Europe, in particular, 
the Goethe Institute could fulfil 
US cn anmit manta optimally. After 
all, nowhere in the world is there 
so much German learnt as in 
Eastern Europe. Some 9 minion 
persons me learning German in 
the Soviet Union alone. It is 
anticipated that Goethe Institute 
German co urses will bc in great 
tl w n an d m thraift c m m t ri ea — as 
has already become app are nt in 
Budapest. A large number of 
German teachers is commensu- 
rate with the large number of 
persons learning German . As has 
been realistically forecast in 
Munich, they are seeking con- 
tacts, e x c hang e of experience, 
information and incentives from 
the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many. And it must also be borne 
in mind that the interest of intd- 
lcctuab in Eastern Europe in 
cultural development in the 
Federal Republic of Germany has 
remained alive during the years in 
which their countries were sealed 
off. EVP 


Zaire: “Papa” and “mama” 
cards — a new way of saving 


RICKSHAW pullers in Zaire are 
being ratoooraged to save with a 
new savings scheme, says a report 
from IRED Forum, tiie magazine 
of the Geneva-based Develop- 
ment Innovations and Networks. 

The system involves the puller 
depositing part of each day’s in- 
come with a father (papa) or 
mother (mama) of the dirtrict or 
market, well-known for their' 
honesty. The amount deposited 
on the first day of the month 
should be the same on each fol- 
lowing day until the end .of the 
month. 

Each day, the amount , depo- 
sited is written on- a card, of 


which there are two copies. At 
tbe end of the month, the papa or 
mama take one day’s deposit as 
their commission from the total 
amount of the rickshaw puller’s 
monthly savings. This savings sys- 
tem has become general among 
tbe population of Kinshasa. Over 
time, tne system makes it possible 
for the poor rickshaw pullers to 
amass reasonable amounts of 

money. 

The pullers are now asking 
their otioo — the Association des 
Conduct eurs de Chariots de 
Zaire — to help set up a collec- 
tive savings system which would 
give them access to cretot with 
the association' — ; PANOS. 


Zimbabwe: Foot-and-mouth 
disease killing beef export 
industry 


ban on Zimbabwe’s beef 
ts to the European Econo- 
Community (EEC) which 
mposed is May» after an 
jak of foot-and-mouth dis- 
has been extended because 
res u r g ence of the d&ease, 
tan Mpoodah reports from 

e ’stuart Hargreaves, Zam- 
*’s veterinary service direc- 
iaid that before the new 
»ak of the disease, negotia- 
tor the resumption of pnme 

exports to the EEC were 

sedto take place before the 


end of -the year. 

“It will not: be this year, nor 
early next year. This , new de- 
velopment has seriously affected 
the beef industry,” Hargreaves 
said. 

Zimbabwe in the past earned 
an estimated Z5100 million 
( US$45 nriffion) in foreign cur- 
. rency from .its beef exports. .. 

Hargreaves said that negotia- 
tions for exports to the EEC 
would only, resomewhen the . dis- 
ease was under, full control — 
PANOS. 


A turning point for 
China’s agriculture 


By Yuan Jiang 

CHINA has just reaped an excel- 
lent summer grain hfttvest, repre- 
senting a success in the first round 
of the battle to achieve an annual 
grain harvest exceeding tiie 1984 
record level Hus year’s summer 
harvest of wheat, barley and 
beans is estimated at roughly 93.5 
wrilHrm tOHDCS, 2L5 nrilHftn tonnes 
up from 1988 and slightly exceed- 
ing tiie previous peak record reg- 
istered m 1986. 

Summer grains account for just 
over one-fifth of China's annual 
grain harvest, most of which Is 
gathered in autumn. Whether the 
country can end a four-year 
stagnation in grain production is 
stiff a problem that is a serious 
concern of China’s economic 
planners. 

The country’s agriculture is fac- 
ing a grave situation: it has to 
feed the world’s biggest popula- 
tion which hit 1.1 buuon m April 
this year. The stagnation of grain 
production in the last four years 
was pinpointed as one of the 
major factors for last year’s 18.5 
per cent price hike, tiie highest 
rate since 1949. This has alerted 
people to the fact that the grain 
problem must be addressed with- 
out delay to help check infla tion 
and ensure a healthy growth of 
the national economy. 

After last year’s grain harvest, 
2 per cent down from the preced- 
ing year, China 's leading officials 
have announced the govern- 
ment’s determination to revitalise 
tiie agricultural sector, primarily 
grain production. 

Addressing the National Peo- 
ple’s Congress last March, Pre- 
mier Li Peng pledged energetic 
efforts to expand agriculture as 
tiie foundation for China’s econo- 
mic development. Vice-Premier 
Tan Jiyun called for efforts to 
bring about a turning point in 
agricultural production. 

Yet in tbe early 1980s, every- 
one agreed that agriculture was 
the most dynamic sector of Chi- 
na’s national economy. Fanners 
were energised by rural reforms 
which led to six years of dramatic 
economic growth from 1979 to 
1984. The 1984 record grain har- 
vest of.407.3T millio n tonnes was 
o^ai^ t ooerthird more than ill • 
1978. Cotton ag# other major 
crops also hit record levels in 
1984. 

The unprecedented harvest en- 
abled China to solve the long- 
standing problem of providing 
enough basic food for its huge 
population and tamed the coun- 
try from a grain importer to a net 
exporter in the next two years. 
Yet grain output has hovered 
around 390-400 million tonnes in 
the last four years without being 
able to climb back to the 1984 
level, and China has again 
importing cereals since 

1987. 

In tbe four decades (1949-1988) 
following the founding of the 
People’s Republic, China’s 
annual grain output increased 
3.48 times while its population 
doubled. Tbe per-capita grain 
output of tiie nation, 208 kilos in 
1949, shot up to 393 kilos in 1984 
and, after tour years of stagna- 
tion, dropped to 360 kilos last 
year. 

The country has to face tins 
stern fact in its agricultural de- 
velopment: its population is 
growing at a rate of 14 to 15 
mfifioQ a year, a figure equivalent 
to tiie population of Australia, 


w hile tbe country’s arable land is 
nibbled away by the emerg- 
ice of new rural factories, 

5, formers’ new homes and in 

places by new fish ponds 
! orchards built by profit-seek- 
fog formers. 

y Rising consumption 

Surveys made by State Statis- 
tical Bureau show that rising food 
consumption has added to tbe 
strains of grain supply. Per-capita 
consumption of meat, eggs and 
sugar has doubled and that of 
vegetable oH trebled in tbe past 
decade. As a result, livestock 
forming, poultry raising and the 
food industry demand increasing 
quantities of grain. 

Output of beer, for example, 
increased nmg times to 6.43 mil- 
lion tonnes between 1980 and 

1988. It is estimated that 25 mfl- 
hon tonnes of grain, enough to 
feed all tiie Chinese for more 
than one month, are used annual- 
ly to make alcoholic drinks. 
Livestock and poultry feed take 
an even bigger amount every 
year. 

Grain consumption is expected 
to rise farther in the coming years 
as more grain will be needed for 
the production of meat, eggs, 
millc, alcoholic drinks ynrf other 
processed food for both the 
domestic and overseas markets. 

Too Cool 

There have been reports in the 
“People's Daily” and other 
national newspapers saying that 
an important reason for the 
stagnation of grain production is 
that “industrial development is 
overheated, while agriculture has 
not received enough warmth and 
is too cool." 

Between 1976 and 1980, agri- 
culture accounted for 10-5 per 
cent of the nation’s total capital 
investment. This proportion was 
to only 5.1 per cent in the 
1981-1985 period and further to a 
meager 3 per cent in the years 
1986-1988. Industry, energy, 
transport and communications 
now take up the lion's share of 
the inv e stm ent. 

Since the government purchase 
prices for grain and cotton are 
kept artificially low, these pro- 
ducts are relatively, uncompetitive 
in attracting investments, said 
Chen Xrwen, a noted agricultural 
economist at the National Rural 
Development Research Centre. 
He suggested that the govern- 
ment should readjust its invest- 
ment priorities to put greater 
emphasis on agriculture. Moreov- 
er, he said, large water conser- 
vancy projects and factories pro- 
ducing equipment take many 
years to bmld. Such investment is 
needed soon to support agricultu- 
ral development m the 1990s. 

Fanners who are losing interest 
in g r ain production axe going in 
for those trades that bring them 
higher profits, for example, anim- 
al hnsbandaxy and rural industry. 
In tiie last four years, while grain 
production fluctuated, animal 
husbandry went up at an average 
annual rate of 9 per cent and rural 
industry, transport and services 
up 20-30 per cent a year in trams 
of output value. Overall, the 
country’s total agricultural output 
value continued to rise in the last 
4 years, although at a slower pace 
of some 4 per cent Fanners’ 
income has increased. But tbe 
most pressing problem remains 
that of grain production. Many 
economists agree that it is neces- 


sary to raise tbe prices at which 
tbe government buys cereals. 

The government raised the 
prices for purchasing grain and 
other major form products by 24 
per cent in 1979 and offered more 
for above-quota sales, but tins 
has been offset by steeper price 
rises for chemical fertiliser, diesel 
and form tools. 

To rfhwnlate formers’ interest 
in grain and cotton production; 
tiie gov ernm ent this year again 
raised prices for cereals by 18-25 
per cent and tiie price for cotton 
by 20 per cent. But China has to 
carry out an overall price reform 
if prices are truly to reflect tbe 
value of products, economists 
say. This could take many years 
to achieve. 

Measures to boost production 

The target for China’s grain 
output is 500 million tonnes by 
the year 2000. “That would re- 
quire an average annual growth 
rate of 1.9 to 2 per cent in the 
next 12 yean,” said agricultural 
economist Chen Xrwen, “tiie goal 
is not unattainable, provided that 
favourable conditions are created 
for stable agricultural growth." 

Apart from raising purchase 
prices, the following measures 
are being mk«n by the govern- 
ment to boost output: 

— Although the government is 
implementing an austerity finan- 
cial policy this year, it has de- 
cided to increase its capi tal in - 
vestment in agriculture to $337.8 
million up by 16 per cent over last 
year. 

— Banks wifi grant $4.7 billion 
of new loans this year to formers, 
np 63 per cent from last year. 
Added to the 80 billion yuan of 
loans issued earlier, the total sum 
will reach nearly $27 billion. 

— Agricultural development 
foundation funds will be estab- 
lished by the provinces for their 
form development projects. The 
total sum of such funds is ex- 
pected to reach $1.35 billion in 

1989. 

— Twenty-five per cent of the 
loans already granted by the 
World Bank to China wifi be used 
for agriculture. 

— Factories plan to produce 85 
mflKon toones of chemical ferti- 
liser this year, 5 million tonnes 
more than in 1988. The supply of 
insecticide and diesel ml will also 
go up. 

— In the past three years, 110 
comities .have been built into 
grain-producing bases. Another 
80 such bases will be built in the 
next two years. 

— The area devoted to gram 
growing is to be expanded this 
year to 111.3 million hectares by 
doable-cropping, interplan ting 
and the utfliratkm of wmter fol- 
low land in southern China. 

— More fanners will be ac- 
quainted with new agro-techm- 
ques as part of a widespread 
campaign to publicise new 
methods. 

After this year’s bumper wheat 
harvest. He Kang, minister of 
agriculture, said that a turning 
point has been reached. “The 
potential for further expanding 
China's agricnttnral production 
lies in scientific forming, in utflis- 
ing the country’s wasteland, hilly 
areas, lakes, rivers, gra s sla nd s 
and tidal lands, and in transform- 
ing low-yielding farmland,” tiie 
minister said. “But, the popula- 
tion growth most be controlled," 
he noted — Onna features. 


Ex-U.S. president takes on 
horn peacemaker role 


TALKS aimed at ending Africa's 
longest civil war will get under 
way soon — half a world away in 
tbe United States. 

Atlanta, Georgia, may seem an 
improbable vetrae for negotia- 
tions between the Ethiopian gov- 
ernment and the Eritrean Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Front (EPLF). 
But it is the home of tbe man who 
has emer ged as a mediator in the 
28-year-old conflict, the former 
American president, Jimmy 
Carter. 

Should the initial meeting, 
opening on Sept. 7, prove suc- 
cessful, tiie talks are expected to 
be continued in an African capit- 
al, possibly Nairobi or Cairo. 

Egypt's President Mubarak, 
the current Chairman of tbe 
Organisation of African Unity, 
has* already shown his readiness 
to back this bid to restore peace 
to tbe Horn of Africa, for so long 
by war and recurring 


Tbe EPLFs readiness to come 
to the negotiating table has en- 
couraged the other major rebel 
grouping, the Tigre People’s Li- 
beration Front, to follow suit. 


It has announced its willingness 
to bold similar talks under Mr. 
Carter’s chairmanship. Unlike 
the EPLF, however, it has never 
demanded total independence, 
only autonomy with a unified 
Ethiopia. 

Over the past year or so there 
has been a concerted effort to 
resolve several of Africa's most 
serious internal conflicts. And 
few would now deny that this has 
to be viewed in tbe context of the 
growing rapprochement between 
toe super-powers. 

Once President Gorbachev be- 
came convinced that regional cri- 
sis points were a stumbling block 
to better bilateral relations, tbe 
Soviet Union joined the United 
Slates in a determined attempt to 
“defuse" them. 

The process began with the 
most glaringly urgent of these 
problems and it led to the with- 
drawal of the USSR’s invading 
forces from Afghanistan- Then 
the spotlight switched to South- 
ern Africa and tbe interlinked 
issues of bringing Namibia to 
independence and ending Ango- 
la's civil war. 


That a formula was found 
which promises to achieve both 
these goals owed much to the 
pressures exerted by Washington 
and Moscow behind tbe scenes. 

Meanwhile, there are hopes 
that toe other major obstacle to 
detente, tbe Cambodia question, 
may now be removed. The out- 
line of a settlement plan, which 
include tiie withdrawal of the 
Vietnamese invaders, emerged 
from a recent conference. 

At the same time Africa's 
attention has been focused on 
efforts to end other debilitating 
internal conflicts. 

While tbe Ethiopians, especial- 
ly the aimed forces, are un- 
doubtedly war-weary, mounting 
pressure from Kremlin is another 
potent factor behind the decision 
of tbe Manqst regime in Addis 
Ababa to talk to the Eritrean 
separatists. 

Few observers are over-opti- 
mistic about the forthcoming 
talks. But they agree that the 
outlook appears more promising 
than at any time since the 1974 
revolution — Lions fee tares 




G. M. KHOURY Drug Stores 
Welcome 

The guests of Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen Noor 

Their Majesties King Gusfaf and Queen Silvia 
and on this 

special occasion G. M Khouiy 
Drug Stores will hold on exclusive 
Exhibition for the following 
Swedish Pharmaceuticals 
and Medical Companies:- 



ASTRA 

a*t«a j Astra Meditec 0 

v&GETINGE 


KABl 


IMI 


metallhanteriimg ab 




Pharmacia 


| : > M' '• 


Exhibition will be opened to 
oil Doctors and interested ponies 
From Sept. 1 9-25, 1 989. 
ot MEDICA CENTER 
Exhibition Ho II Mecca El 
Mucarammo St., Wadi Saqra, 
Ammon. Exhibition Hours Daily 
08-19 Hrs except Friday. 







For all your: 


Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation . needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Shaiaf Street 
Shmetsani 

P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604676, 604696 


m 


CROWN g 
INTX EST. I 

B ], shipping, B 
ng, storaging, || 
clearing, door-to-door s 
service 



TOP QUALITY 
HOUSEHOLD 
APPLIANCES 

ffll 

SHM ATS AN I AMMAN 



Electrolux 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan' 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Atihyyah Girls School 

Tataimybavtibbte 

Open daily 12:(XU3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


/ X 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

TUnawqrmfliMe 

Open daily 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Hoad - near Traffic 
. Bridge 
Amman, Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 


TEL 604671 


' CHEN'S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yamnouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and tast&our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

< 6:30- Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
:i Hour .Service 
Develop your colour film at 
.our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

30% larger 


■r Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefiefa tel: 823891- 


Slide film 
Processing by 


Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 
Wadi Saqra str. 
Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 




ClriNA PaLace Restaubavt I 

CANTOWSB, SICHUAN. 
PEKING, HUMAN STYLE 

Anraatva Owese decorauons 
DetoousCWnwecUsroo 
AO In stzzSng - no aara charge 

special tapanyaM - efrewn. to# a rsh 
with special crapy due* 

Opens n 3 aam.-i 3 ap.nl.. 
7 i»pm -- 1130 pm 

Clotw Friday 


Tet WB /l mw . SfaflwtaaBi 
oaaeatM C — d — Hotel 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN T0URISM0 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
T Mam ywnfaa 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m . - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



J&6 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 
Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3^0 pm 
7.30-TI.30pm 
After the HOffcfay Inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 



.A 2nd. 
rcla 

Amman 
7M:654205 
For 

{LUNCH & DINNER 

'mill mi " 








.uL-jai&d 
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Iraq begins oil exports 
through second phase 
of trans-Saudi pipeline 


JEDDAH (Agencies) — The tanker Al Qadisiya left 
the Red Sea oil terminal of Yanbu Tuesday after 
lifting the first consignment of Iraqi oil pumped 
through the recently completed second phase of a 
pipeline across Saudi Arabia. 


Full operational capacity of the 
second phase of the pipeline, 
known as IPSA-2, will add 1.15 
million barrels a day to Iraq’s ofl 
export potential. 

Coupled with development 
schemes of Mina A1 Bakr termin- 
al on the Gulf, that potential is 
expected to exceed five million 
barrels a day sometimes in 1990. 

That would lift Iraq to the 
ranks of the oQ giants of the 
13- nation Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). Iraq’s oil reserves are 
estimated at 100 billion barrels, 
among the highest within the 

The tanker, flying the Iraqi 
flag, left after an 18-hour loading 
operation during which it lifted a 
consignment of 36,000 barrels of 
crude oil pumped at a rate of' 
2,000 . barrels an hour, said 
sources who spoke on condition 
of not being identified further. 

■ They declined to give the des- 
tination of the tanker. Yanbu is 
about 440 kilometres south of the 
Saudi Arabia port city of Jeddah. 
. Iraqi Oil Minister Issam Al 
Chalabl, in a message to Presi- 


dent Saddam Hussein broadcast 
over Baghdad Television the pre- 
vious night, announced that load- 
ing had started onto the 155,211- . 
ton tanker, marking the inau- 
guration of IPSA-2. 

‘This is a new lifeline for the 
Iraqi economy which will provide 
more resources for our develop- 
ment plans,” Chalabi said in the 
message. 

The twin pipeline has a capac- 
ity to move 1.65 million barrels a 
day overall, which would set 
Iraq’s oil exporting capacity via 
pipelines to the Mediterranean 
through Turkey, and to the Red 
Sea through Saudi Arabia, at 3.25 
milli on barrels per day. 

Iraq, which lias an OPEC-de- 
creed daily quota of 2.78 million 
barrels per day, also began ex- 
porting oil by tanker through the 
Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz 
once a U.N.-sponsored ceasefire 
was enforced Aug. 20, 1988 halt- 
ing its eight-year war with Iran. 

Before TPSA-2’s inauguration, 
Iraq's export potential was esti- 
mated at 2.65 milli on barrels a 
day. 

The operation of the trans- 


Coalition fears hit 
Israeli stock market 


TEL AVTV (R) — Prices plunged 
on Israel's stock exchange Tues- 
day amid growing fears of a split 
in the coalition government over 
Middle East peace moves. 

Prices fell by six per cent on the 
stock exchange index Tuesday in 
a day of record trading sparked 
by differences between Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir's right- 
ists and their Labour partners 
over Eyptian proposals to amend 
Shamir's plan for Palestinian 
elections in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Stock exchange managing 
.'director Yossi Nitzani told army 
radio that prices had been rising 
l steadily all year and it was natural 
■ that as investors saw a peak 
approaching they should become 
sensitive to political turbulence. 


“The more prices rise the more 
sensitive the public becomes... 
with these high levels we should 
not be surprised if we see more 
nervousness... than we saw in 
previous months,” be said. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin met Shamir to report his 
talks Monday with Egyptian Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak on the 
proposed amendments, largely 
accepted by Rabin and bis 
Labour colleagues but opposed 
by Shamir's Likud Party. 

In addition to matters of elec- 
tion procedure Egypt's proposals 
call for a freeze ou Jewish settle- 
ment in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and a com- 
mitment to trade occupied land 
for peace. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, September 19, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deuzacbemark 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


(for 100) 


Japanese yen (fi 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 


Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 

By Reuters 

SYDNEY — The long-awaited sale of Bond Corp’s breweries 
offset concern about interest rates and the trade deficit. The 
. All-Ordinaries Index gained 10.3 to 1,745.8. 

TOKYO — The Nikkei index fell 1.47 points to 34,471.07. Fund 
managers, closing their half-year books this week, watched from 
the wings. 

HONG KONG — The Hang Seng Index fell 19.91 to 2,628.3. 
Brokers said the market lacked fresh incentives. 

SINGAPORE — The Straits Times Industrial Index slipped below 
the psychological 1,400 level to dose 5.24 points lower at 
. .1^399.27. Institutional investors remained largely sidelined. 

BOMBAY — Prices drifted lower on profit-taking in light trade. 
Many investors stayed on the sidelines and state-owned invest- 
ment institutions were the only buyers. 

FRANKFURT — Shares dosed higher but many investors 
avoided the market amid fears the Bundesbank might raise 
interest rates on Thursday. The Real-Time 30-Share Dax index 
gained 9.03 to 1,614.14. 

PARIS — Interest in special interest stocks offset modest 
profit-taking and prices dosed higher. The 50-share bourse 
indicator rose by 0.18 pet. 

LONDON — Prices recovered in late trading after a bout of 
profit-taking set in on rumours of a “sell” programme. At 1530 
GMT the FTSE index was down 11.0 at 2,362.8. 

NEW YORK — Blue chips rose, helped by some programme 
buying, firm bond prices and a stronger dollar. Consumer prices 
data suggested abating inflationary pressures. The Dow gained 10 
to 2,698. 


Saudi pipeline thus contributes to 
the considerable enhancement of 
.Iraq's oil exporting capacity, a 
leverage it could count on if it 
decides to press for a higher 
OPEC production quota. The 
country needs to increase its oil 
revenues as it moves ahead with 
reconstruction of its war-battered 
economy. 

Oil industry circles noted that 
the timing of the first tanker 
lifting from IPSA-2 comes a few 
days ahead of an OPEC commit- 
tee meeting m Geneva to consid- 
er the thorny issue of production 
levels, which remains unsatisfac- 
torily low to several member 
states. 

Chalabi, in an interview with 
the oil newsletter Middle East 
Economic Survey (MEES), pub- 
lished in Cyprus, had said his 
country was p lanning to stick to 
the output quota decreed by 
OPEC despite the increase in its 
export capacity. 

“We will continue to hold to 
the quota and we will press the 
others to hold to their quotas 
also,” Chalabi told MEES. 

The sources said, however, 
that the full operational capacity 
of the trans-Saudi pipeline would 
not be reached before the middle 
of 1990. MEES bad anticipated 
fall capacity operation by this 
November. 

During the war, Iraqi ofl ex- 
ports fell to as little as one million 
barrels a day at times because of 
the closure of Gulf outlets and 
the halting of oil flow through a 
1 trans-Syrian pipeline. Syria sup- 
ported Iran during the war. 

A first stage of the trans-Saudi 
pipeline, one of the alternatives 
Iraq sought during the war years, 
IPSA-1, was inaugurated in 1985, 
with a capacity of 500,000 barrels 
a day, also gradually attained. 

The sources estimated that, 
combined with IPSA-2, the com- 
pleted pipeline initially will be 
moving 800,000 barrels per day,' 
with a gradual increase along the 
months till next summer. 

A week ago, Iraq bad begun 
chann eling the crude from its , 
Basra southern oil-fields via loops ' 
to the Trans-Saudi pipeline on 
the Gulf side of the kingdom. 

The director of ports in the 
kingdom, Moh amma d Al Bakr, ; 
flanked by Abdul Ghani Haia wa- 
rn, the man in charge of the King 
Fahd industrial harbour under 
which Yanbu falls, inspected the 
site as the tanker loading was 
under way. 

The completed $2 billion, 142 
centimetre pipeline stretches for 
1,640 kilometres. It was laid by a 
consortium of Japanese, South 
Korean and several Western ■ 
firms. 

IPSA-1, to be integrated into 
IPSA-2, was a 630-kilometre 
stretch that used to feed into 
Saudi Arabia's own petroline, 
which links the major Saudi oil- 
fields in the Eastern Province 
across the desert to the Red Sea 


— — ■ 

LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 1.5655/65 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.1825/35 

Canadian dollar 

1.9573/80 

Deutschemarks 

2.2070/80 

Dutch guilders 

1.6925/35 

Swiss francs 

40.95/98 

Belgian francs 

6.6060/110 

French francs 

1410/1411 

Italian lire 

146.10/20 

Japanese yen 

6.6140/90 

Swedish crowns 

7.1320/70 

Norwegian crowns 

7.6040/90 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 360.00/360.50 

U.S. dollars 



Minister of Transport and Telecommunications 
Hikmat Khammash accompanied by Telecom- 
munications Corporation (TCQ Director Moham- 


jaui Shabed Ismail (right) tours Tuesday the Indian 
Trade. Exhibition at Mazj Al Hamaw guided by 
exh i bitio n director VJ)Ji. Rao. 


Khammash shows keen 
interest in Indian technology 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hikmat 
Khammash, minister of transport 
and communications Tuesday vi- 
sited the on-going Indian Trade 
Exhibition at Mari Al Ham am 
and was briefed by Indian 
Ambassador Gajendra Singh and 


U.S. boosts 

Hungary 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Commerce Department 
announced Monday that the Un- 
ited States was prepared to pro- 
vide Hungary with a wide series 
of business and economic be- 
nefits, including permanent most- 
favoured-nation (MFN) trade 
status. 

It would make Hungary the 
first Eastern European nation 
having such status since enact- 
ment of the Jackson-Vanik 
Amendment in 1974 tying those 
benefits to free emigration poli- 
cies, the department said. 

Yugoslavia and Poland also 
have MFN status, but obtained 
theirs before 1974. 

In addition. Commerce Secret- 
ary Robert Mosbacher said the 
United States is prepared to im- 
prove tariff treatment of Hunga- 
rian products, extend develop- 
ment programmes and create a 
$25 million fund to help create 
private business in the Commun- 
ist country. 

“This step is an important part 
of .implementing President 
George Bush’s goal of building an 
American partnership with Hun- 
gary," Mosbacher said in a state- 
ment after a meeting with Hunga- 
rian Trade Minister Tam as Beck 
in Budapest. 

A copy was made available in 
Washington. 

“Such an agreement is fun- 
damental for private sector busi- 
ness because it would contain 
investment protection guarantees 
which boost confidence and open 
the way to substantially increased 
U.S. private investment in Hun- 
gary,” Mosbacher said. 

He said Beck agreed to open 
negotiations on the proposals. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


HIGH SCHOOL. 

PEUNiON 


Is 
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MRSstffr , 


“I counted 487 wrinkles In this 
room. - Only 13 of them belong to you 
and me. So we’re doing okay.” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

1 *\ 

Yes, dear— we've already 

gone over that 

/ I • 


UUPP 


INBAC 


STEGAK 


CUBEKT 





WHEN ALL is SAII7 
ANP POK/E, SOME 
PEOPLE JUST 
POTH1S. 


Now arrange the cirdad letters to 
form the surprise answer, ss sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer 


Yesterday's 


Mr. V.D.N. Rao, director of the 
exhibition. Hikmat spent over an 
hour and half at the exhibition. 
He showed keen interest in a 
pictorial display depicting an 
over-view of the industrial infras- 
tructure developed by India in 
various sectors such as steel, 
heavy engineering, electronics, 
transport and communications, 
pharmaceuticals, electronics, oil 
refining, atomic energy and space 
research. 

He also showed interest in the 
broad range of products shown in 
the exhibition, including agri- 
cultural implements such as trac- 
tors and threshers; tyre retread- 
ing machinery, machine tools, 
equipment for uninterruptible 
power supply, fuel injection 
equipment, and a host of consum- 
er items such as textiles, gar- 
ments, leather products and gold 
jewellery. He readily recognised 
the display of some of the Indian 
companies already known in Jor- 


dan such as the Bharat Earth 
Movers Limited, Indian Railway 
Construction Company Limited, 
Indian Telephone Industries Li- 
mited (ITI), and Minerals and 
Metals Trading Corporation of 
India (MMTC). 

The minister spent consider- 
able time in the stalls put up by 
the Indian Telephone Industries, 
and MMTC and made sear ching 
enquiries about the technical spe- 
cifications, quality control 
methods being adopted in India 
and price competitiveness of the 
products. 

The minister was informed ab- 
out the wide range of mining and 
other engineering equipments 
already supplied by India to Jor- 
dan. In particular, be appreciated 
a sophisticated mobile explora- 
tion -drilling rig on display which 
has been recently supplied from 
India for the phosphate mines in 
Jordan. 


Management challenge 
comes to Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The organis- 
ers of the 1989 Middle East Man- 
agement Challenge are pleased to 
announce an outstanding record 
response to this year's country 
finals’ stage of the competition 
which surpassed all previous 
levels of response throughout the 
six-year-old history of the chal- 
lenge. “The substantia] increase 
corresponds with the Middle East 
Management Challenge expanse 
of field beyond the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCQ region 
with the inclusion this year of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,” 
said Grant Bonar, marketing 
manager for the Middle East for 
the Benson & Hedges brand at 
BAT UK & Export. He added 
that 54 teams have now been 
selected to participate in the 
Country Final stage of the com- 
petition. 

The Country Finals will be in 
nine locations throughout the 
Middle East, during September 
1989, starting first in Saadi Ara- 
bia in Jeddah, followed by 
Riyadh then in Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Qatar, Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Oman 
and finally culminating in Am- 
man. The lucky winners from 
each location wall automatically 
quality for the grand final stage of 
the competition which will be 
held in November in the UK. 

This year the interest in the 
competition represented various 
economic sectors in the countries 


participating ranging from large 
corporate companies and banks 
to small privaje enterprises and 
hotels. There is also a noticeable 
increase in the number of females 
answering the call from the chal- 
lenge with four entries in Jordan, 
one in Qatar and one in Bahrain. 

The success and fame of this 
unique management, exercise has 
not only attracted a vast number 
of competitors but also prompted 
teams who have previously ex- 
perienced the pleasure of the 
simulated exercises and the taste 
of winning to try their luck again. 

During September 1989, the 
organisers of the Middle East 
Management Challenge will visit 
nine cities in the Middle East op a 
hectic schedule involving setting 
up computer simulated manage- 
ment exercises, which are expert- 
ly devised, by the renowned 
Ashridge Management College in 
the UK, to test the competing 
teams over a one day period in a 
highly competitive atmosphere. 
Each of the teams will be given a 
company history to review and 
study and later take critical man- 
agement decisions which will be 
judged qgainst the decisions of 
other participating competitors. 
Their objective is the success of 
the company by making sound 
decisions and although the 
strategies of the various teams - 
may differ, the results will be 
judged on the bass of their per- 
formances. 


Jordan, Sweden discuss 
economic cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra).— Minister of JordawM-foreiga 
Industry and Trade Ziyad frroab which have 
Tuesday had a meeting with his the ^ 

Swedish counterpart who is cur- annfer ventures the Ar^ 


ready visiting Jordan as part of 
the delegation accompanying 
King Carl Gostaf and briefed him 
on the Kingdom’s general econo- 
mic conditions. 

Innab spoke in depth about the 
go ver nm ent's measures to deal 
with the present difficulties and 
the country’s restructuring plans. 

Tnn«h also explained prospects 
for investors and the guarantees 
they are offered by tbe govern- 
ment, and died a number of cases 
and their fruitful results. Tbe 
minister referred in particular to 


Cooperation Council (ACC) 
countries. 

The Swedish minister was 
briefed on the ACC programmes. 
He voiced his country’s support 
for such groupings that aim to 
promote trade and economic mid 
technical cooperation. He said 
Sweden welcomes cooperation 
with the ACC countries in these 
fields also and hopes that further 
efforts will be made to promote 
Jordanian-Swedish cooperation 
in all fields. 


UNCTAD workshop ends 
in Amman on positive note 


AMMAN (Petra) — A three-day 
workshop on generalised prefer- 
ence system (GPS), organised by 
Amman Chamber of Industry in 
cooperation with the United Na- 
tions Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) con- 
cluded in Amman Tuesday. 

Addressing the dosing session. 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan, Amman 
Chamber of Industry president, 
said the workshop provided a 
good opportunity for continuous 
dialogue and contacts between 
exporters and international trade 
experts. Such. contacts and dia- 
logue will reflect positively on tbe 
volume of Jordanian exports and 
will lead to opening up external 
markets for the Jordanian pro- 
ducts,, Abu Hasan noted. 

He pointed out that the in- 
volvement of both the public and 
private sector representatives in 
the workshop was indicative of 
their interest in increasing and 
promoting exports, particularly at 
this time when the country is 
going through a state of economic 
reform and adjustment 

Abu Hassan called on UN- 
CTAD and the International 
Trade Centre to contribute to 
setting up a specialised unit in 


Jordan to serve as a focal point 
for exportation to the industrial- 
ised countries and as a reference 
for exporters. 

Abu Hassan voiced apprecia- 
tion for UNCTAD and the Un- 
ited Nations Development Prog- 
ramme (UNDP) for their efforts 
to make the workshop a success 
and called on the UNDP to pro- 
vide the necessary assistance to 
the parties concerned with in- 
creasing exports. 

Abu Hassan noted the great 
idle played by the UNDP in 
developing and promoting ex- 
ports and said the chamber pins 
great hopes on the technical and 
advisory services offered by the 
UNDP.' 

A UNCTAD representative 
praised the workshop's delibera- 
tions and discussions and called 
on Jordanian exporters to capital- 
ise on the good bilateral relations 
between Jordan and The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) and to 
benefit from the agreements 
already concluded with the EC. 
He said that the GPS provides 
good incentives and opportunities 
for exportation to the industrial- 
ised countries, particularly the 
EC states. 


Jordan pharmaceuticals 
win Tunisian contract 


TUNIS (Petra) _ — Jordanian 
pharmaceutical industries have 
won a share in an international 
tender floated in Tunis to provide 
Tunisian pharmacies and the 
Tunisian central pharmacy with 
medicines, according to Samir 
Arabiyat, direct of the Jordanian 
Commercial Centre here. 

Arabiat said three Jordanian 
pharmaceutical companies 
together won 20 per cent of the 
total volume of a tender in which 
world companies took part Ara- 
bia! said Jordan’s high-quality 
drugs have good reputation in 


Tunisia and the North African 
Arab countries. The new tender 
could open the way for Jordanian 
pharmaceutical industries to sell 
more products in the countries of 
the Arab Maghreb Union, he 
added. 

According to Arabiat. a similar 
tender will be announced here 
soon to supply medical appliances 
and medicine to the Arab 
Maghreb Union countries which 
include Libya. Algeria. Morocco 
and Mauritania in addition to 
Tunisia. 


JD 800,000 loans to 
help Maan farmers 


i AMMAN (Petra) — The Agri- 
| cultural Credit Corporation 
(ACC) this year contributed to 
tiie execution of 35 agricultural 
projects within the Maan Gov- 
ernorate, according to ACC 
Director General Mansour Ibn 
Tarif. He said that the ACC 
provided loans to fanners to fi- 
nance drilling of artesian wells, 
reclaim lands to be planted with 


fruit trees and purchase farm 
equipment, set up livestock farms 
and others totalling JD 800.000. 

Ibn Tarif who was speaking 
with a delegation of Maan far- 
mers here said that the ACC was 
willing to provide seasonal loans 
to farmers to help them purchase 
seeds and long and medium term 
loans for growing fruit trees in 
Maan Govemorate. 


YOU SHOULD BRING YOUR 
FOOTBALL TEAM OVER, CHUCK, 
AND DE COULDHAVEAGAME., 


I DON T WAVE A FOOTBALL 
TEAM., I ONLY HAVE A 
BASEBALL TEAM... 


YOU ONLY THINK 
YOU HAVE A BASEBALL 
V TEAM, CHUCK.. V 


ALL OUR NEIGHBORS HAVE > 
A GARBAGE DISPOSAL UNIT . 
UNDER THEIR 
SINK EXCEPT Or Tl 
-V us/^Zv/ JrK. 


'mutt IS getting me 

A GARBAGE DISPOSAL 
, UNIT FOR My 

BIRTHDAY/ 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JumbleS: DOGMA TARDY ACHING PESTLE 
Answer The beat weight lifters— CALORIES 



WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN 
ALL THE WORLD LOOKS 
S DARK AND GlOOWV?, 


L CHEER, UP/ LAD. IT 
S- CAN'T BE AS V 
BAD AS AU- THAT ) 









r 

>n 


U.S. basketball players 
should follow world rules 


MILAN, Italy (AP) — American 
basketball players win have to 
learn the roles the rest of the 
world plays by, the sport’s top - 
international official said 
Monday. 

.Boris Stankovic; secretary 
general of the International Bas- 
ketball Federation, said unifying 
the rales of tire game and maiq jg 
sure, the top players take part in 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
Both vulnerable. South 
NORTH 

* KQ3 
9 10 9 3 

0 A K Q 10 2 

* io a 

TEST EAST 


WEST EAST 

* A 5 4 2 
7 052 <7 J 7 6 4 

076 093 

*J9762 * A Q4 

SOUTH 
* 10 S 7 
V A K 8 
01154 
4X53 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

Pus Pm 1 0 pus 

2 NT Pus 3 NT Pus 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Six of + 

Some bridge players are people- 
eaters — they cflnnihflKg* their part- 
ners by malring fife as difficult as 
possible for them at the table. Bata 
partner who solves your problems 
for you is not only worth his weight 
in gold, but a sure winner. 

As a passed hand. South’s jump 
to two no trump showed a balanced 
11-12 points. With his fine suit and 


North East 
1 0 Pan 
3 NT Pus 


good imennediates. North an 
easy raise to game. 

West led the bx of dubs, and East 
made the correct technical play of 
the queen. Declarer took his king 
and started to run diamonds. On the 
third round of diamonds, East dis- 
carded the ace of dubs! 

Had East lost his mind? Far from 1 
it. From the Rule of 11, Bast could 
lefl thar declarer had only one card 
higher than the card led by West. 
Therefore, East knew his partner 
held both the jack and mne of dubs. 
He was afraid West might think de- 
clarer held the ace of dubs, and let 
■go of one or more chibs. This de- 
fense was sure to defeat the 
contract. 

But couldn’t East have accom- 
plished the same thing by rising with 
the ace of dubs and co n t i n uin g with 
tbeqneen? No! Declarer would sim- 
ply hold up the king of dubs until 
the third round. As the cards Be, 
West has no fast entry, so declarer 
would have time to force out the ace 
of spades and come to nine tricks, 
via one spade, two hearts, five dia- 
monds and a dub. 

Drastic cases require drastic 
remedies. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1909 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Take a very conservative and ultra 
conventional stance and you win 
attract the support of those in 
authority who have the real power 
to follow through and support your 
goals. 

ARIES; You have many creative 
ideas about your work but you 
need to check them out with an 
influential person. The best friends 
for you to -see now are those mast 
congenial with your attachment. 
TAURUS: You wfil have a good 
chance to get the help of one who 
canned -you most at-yoar -own- 
particular job now. you will now 
be able to make some interesting 
friendship with some very impor- 
tant persons. 

GEMINI: New friends who have 
dynamic ideas will help you to 
attain your cherished soda! objec- 
tives. You wfll need to be alert for 
new means and methods by which 
you do your job. 

MOON CHILDREN: A highly 
placed person anil show you how to 
do your work so that you will get 
much better results. Your friends 
now will be most pleased with you 
if you invite them to your home for 
a meal. 

LEO: You win have so much con- 
structive progress socially and with 
friends this week that yon can 
accomplish a great deal. Tins is the 
day when you should change your 
attitude. 

VIRGO: You are now under excel- 
lent aspects for increasing your 
income, so follow your best ideas. 
A friend can give you some excel- 
lent information now that can aid 
you with your job. 

LIBRA: Yon can be as tfirect as 
you wish in stating exactly what 
you want where your work is con- 


cerned. You win have two projects 
in which you can make more 
money. 

SCORPIO: You wiU need to think 
(prickly in order to do an the little 
jobs that are awaiting your atten- 
tion. You wiO need to get the 
advice of a successful man before 
entering into a business proposi- 
.tion. 

SAGITTARIUS: Most anything 
that you do of a social nature todav 
is almost bound to work out welt 
A new p ropos i t i on brought by in- 
fluential men from a distance is 
fine for you. 

CAPRICORN: You win have your 
most inventive and ingenious ideas 
that you have had at work for a 
long time. Friends and charming 
associates will both help yon to 
solve money matters that coocero 
you now. 

AQUARIUS: A wonderful week 
for you to go out on the town and 
to eiqoy yourself socially and re- 
creation-wise. .AH kinds of new 
ideas are presented to yon about 
getting more money. 

PISCES: The thought that you put 
into your work today will have long 
time and beneficial results. Do 
something now that your friends 
like and you wfll closen the bonds 
that tie you to them. 

Today’s child: If your child were 
born today he or she may listen to 
the dreary sad tales of some of the 
negative individuals they unfortu- 
nately attract and become overiy 
pessimistic about society in gener- 
al. This child wfll stay dose to the 
nest and will need extra encourage- 
ment to bring out their many fine 
talents. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compel.” What you make of your 
fife ts largely up to you. 


THE Daily Crossword *1*™,.**. 


ACROSS 
1 Mom unsurety 
7 Same broadly 
11 Ba agnwaMo 

14 On frey 

IB VanU opera 

15 Do wrong 
17 Praises with 


IS Allowance for 
waste 

18 Latter 

20 Night birds 

21 Afas 
24 Cancel 
28 Sea birds 
27 Algerian 

cavalryman 
30 Sweater sirs; 
ebbr. 

32 Get — of 
(throw away} 
S3 Town" 

34 Kind ol card 
37 Kind of party 
40 Wavering UgM 
42 Money tutor 

44 Chorefi part 

45 in tome 
degree 

47 ExUnd bird 

48 Paring shift 

50 Garland 

51 Great deal 
53 Antlered 

animal 

55 Vatican men 
57 Non-standard 
thing* 

00 Bistro 
M Russ, vfflage 
65 God of fan* 

BS Whodunit 

Hama 


68 Harem room 
SO Quern 

70 Ocean teasels 

71 Ready 

72 in oner 

73 In St. 
lo Ms- 

down 

1 Joelp Bras 

2 Stfftotont to - 


19 nail 

\m ai 
« m 


man naan 


1 


jji 

ai 

ai 


OIM* Titbuna Madia Sank—. he. 
AURWUsRaamd 


s Pazzle Sebedb 


4 S» fabric 

5 Within: prof. 

6 Vandsh 
fngredtont 

7.. Fought 
.8 Ireland 
9 Arab gulf 

10 Pro bl e m 

11 Again 

12 Ms Papes 

13 Lock of hair ■' 

22 1 or 2 

23 Setter or stow 
25 Notch 


Zf IMnwn 

28 Megaane type 

29 Blue blood, 

31 Orator's forte 

35 Apt 

36 Rues, chess ’ 

49 Beats back 

38 Vary tong time 52 Songbfed 
38 Alumnus for 53 Office notes 


nnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnm nnnnn naan 
nnnn nnnnnt nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnrercnn 
nnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnninnn 
□nnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn mil 
□nnnnn nnnn~i 
nnnnn nnnrann 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnn 


short 

41 Dtaconflmw 
43 Aufcf tong — 
46 Reels 


54 Binary 
compound 
56 Becied 


58 e—t group 
SB NY cottage 
81 Aid hi a 
crime 1 
S2 ! Company 
S3 Being . 

87 Untruth 


Italy opens season against Bulgaria 


world championshi p and Olympic 
tournaments were his group's top 
priorities. 

Stankovic also said that FEB A, 
the French acronym by which his 
federation is known, was trying to 
find a way to stop the contract 
raiding that has been braiding 
between European teams and the 
National Basketball Association 
in the United States. 


CESENA, Italy (R) — World 
Cup hosts Italy open their inter- 
national season in a friendly 
against Bulgaria on Wednesday 
with a squad plagued by injury 
and an unusually busy domestic 
and European programme. 

Italy have a place by rights in 
the 1990 World Cup finals next 
summer but with seven Italian 
teams in Europe and the tele- 
scoping of domestic league and 
cup competitions, their top players 
are already tiring under the un- 
accustomed demands of twice-a- 
week soccer. 

On paper the friendly against 
Bulgaria is probably the easiest of 
Italy’s eight pre-1990 internation- 


als which include games against 
Brazil, the Netherlands and 
World Cup holders Argentina. 

-But national team manager 
Azeglio Vidni said the tie could 
prove dangerous for Italy. 

“At the start of the season 
there are always little problems 
and difficul ties. Besides I expect 
this to be a season of ups and 
downs because no-one can be at 
their best for nine months when 
they are playing both on Wednes- 
days and Sundays," he said. 

Bulgaria, who have failed to 
qualify for the 1990 finals, face 
pressures of a different sort 
Manager Ivan Vutsov is ma k i ng 
his comeback after an absence of 


almost three years daring which 
his two successors at the helm 
faded to halt the national side’s 
decline. 

“I hope the match against Ita- 
ly, three tunes World Cup win- 
nets, wil] be the best preparation 
for a new concept in Bulgarian 
football,” Vutsov said. 

Vidni has kept changes in the 
squad who won six of their eight 
international friendlies last sea- 
son to a bare minimum. 

Star striker Gianluca Vialli is 
on top form and is likely to be 
joined in attack by Sampdoria 
team mate Roberto Mandni and 
Napoli’s Andrea Caroevale for 
the match in the north-east city of 


Cesena. 

Vidni has strengthened the 
midfield, bringing in Fiorentina’s 
Roberto Baggio, the league’s top 
goal scorer, in place of injured 
AC Milan stalwart Roberto 
Donadoni, and recalling Napoli’s 
Massimo Crippa. 

Giancario Marocchi will re- 
place injured inter defender 
Nicola Bcrti. 

Bulgaria wOl be without key 
striker Nasko Sirakov, who is 
needed for a Spanish cup match 
with his new club Real Zaragoza. 
Defender Emile Dimitrov and 
midfielder Kalin Bankov have 
been called up for the first time. 


Swiss soccer team plagued by injury 


NEUGHATEL, Switzerland (R) 
— Switzerland’s national soccer 
coach UK S tielike has been dog- 
ged by injury problems ahead of 
the World Cup qualifying tie 
against Portugal on Wednesday. 

Veteran captain Heinz Her- 
mann’s bid to add another cap to 
ins record 93 could be frustrated 
by an injury sustained in a 


weekend league match. 

Also on the injury list are 
defender Stefan Marini and mid- 
fielder Christian Colombo. 

All must pass fitness tests on 
Wednesday’ when S tielike will 
name his team for the European 
•group seven match. 

He' is expected to give a first 
cap to Lausanne defender Domi- 


nique Herr and has also called up 
another uncapped player, Sion’s 
Francois Rey, in case Marini is 
unfit. 

Steilike, 35, faces his first real 
test since the surprise 1-0 home 
win against Brazil in a friendly in 
June, a month after he replaced 
the sacked Daniel Jeandupeux. 

The West German former 


‘IAAF not serious about drug problem’ 


TORONTO (R) — The Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletics Federa- 
tion (IAAF) has not taken the 
drug problem in athletics serious- 
ly, a federal inquiry heard on 
Monday. 

Attorney Roy McMurtry, who 
represents sprinter Ben Johnson’s 
coach Char lie Francis, said the 
IAAF should fund research into 


dope-testing. 
McMuitry i 


McMurtry made his comments 
while cross-examining IAAF 
Vice President Dr. Arne Ljung- 
qvist, who said the federation had 
supported some research and had 
sponsored two international dop- 
ing conferences since 1987. 

McMurty also said the federa- 
tion should set op a major inter- 
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national investigation along the 
lines of the Canadian inquiry into 
drug use in amateur sport. 

"Hie Canadian government 
established the inquiry, now in its 
ninth month, after Johnson tested 
positive for anabolic steroids at 
the Seoul Olympics last Septem- 
ber. More than 40 Canadian 
athletes, including Johnson, have 
admitted on the witness stand to 
using steroids. 

McMurtry dted recent news- 
paper reports in which two for- 
mer East German Olympic com- 
mittee officials said virtually all 
athletes who compete intema- 
* tionally for that country use 
drugs. 

Ljungqvist told the inquiry that 
under its current rules the IAAF 
can require its member national 
federations to investigate estab- 
lished cases of doping. But he 
said newspaper reports hardly 
constitute a basis for investiga- 
tion. 

In other questioning, Ljung- 
qvist was under fire for a recent 
IAAF decision to strip admitted 
drug users of world records. 

“The effect of that rule could 
well be to send out a message to 
' athletes around the world: Simply 
keep your mouth shut and con- 
tinue to do what you’ve laways 
done — deny, deny, deny — and 
there will be no problem,” said 
commission counsel Robert Arm- 
strong. 

Ljungqvist, however, said he 


had little concern about the possi- 
bility the rule might prevent discl- 
osure, since athletes have seldom 
made such admissions in the past. 

At this, Dubin said it usually 
takes investigations such - as the 
Canadian inquiry to produce 
admissions of drug use by 
athletes. 

Ljungqvist was also questioned 
about drug-testing at the August 
1983 world track and field cham- 
pionships in Helsinki, at which he 
headed the doping committee. 

The inquiry has beard that two 
athletes at the event tested posi- 
tively for testosterone use, but 
the results were eventually 
judged negative and dismissed. 

Ljungqvist said on Monday 
there was no way of knowing 
which athletes had tested posi- 
tive, because the athlete’s identi- 
ty is always coded, and the code is 
not deciphered unless the sample 
is ultimately ruled positive. 

Ljungqvist eartier told the in- 
quiry that he had been told dope 
testing at this year’s U.S. indoor 
championships in February pro- 
duced two positive tests for tes- 
tosterone. 


Wrold Cup star watched Belgium 
thrash Portugal 3-0 in Brussels 
two weeks ago to remain top of 
the group with 10 points from six 
games and unbeaten. 

He was not impressed by the 
Portuguese defence. 

’Tiro of Belgium's goals came 
from crass defensive errors,” he 
said. 

In spite of Switzerland's lowly 
fourth place in the five-nation 
group with two points from four 
games, Stielike remains optimis- 
tic that his charges still have an 
outside chance of reaching next 
year’s finals in Italy. 

“Belgium are virtually 
through. But the second spot is 
still wide open," he said. 
“Switzerland could qualify if they 
win the next four games, with 
home advantage in three of 
them." 

Portuguese coach Julio “Juca" 
Cemadas, under pressure after 
his team’s recent lacklustre per- 
formances, said: “Despite loang 
to Belgium we can still win a 
qualifying place. But we will have 
to get at least a point in Switzer- 
land.” 

Boa vista’s Frederico, who mis- 
sed the Belgium tie through in- 
jury, looks set to return to streng- 
then the fragile defence, while 
experienced midfielder Adelino 
Munes could be recalled. 

Juca also looks likely to field 
star exiles Rui Barr os of Juventus 
and Atletico Madrid’s Paulo 
Futre in search of an early goal. 

“We are not going to stick to a 
heavy defensive line-up, but one 
that will be ready to snap up any 
scoring chances,” he said. 


FAMILY FURNISHED VILLA IN EXPAT & JORDAN 

Neighbourhood — Paradise City. 8 minutes from 7th Circle. 2 double 
bedrooms plus master with ensuite. Extra bathroom & sep. GUEST 
TOILET. Dining, study, playroom, lounge with open Are place. 

Lovely views. Secluded garden with lawns, shrubs, fruit trees & sand pit 

JD 5^00 

Please call 603849 


FOR SALE 
DUTY UNPAID 


1. Citroen BX 16 1985 mode! plus A/C. 

2. Renault 25 GTS 1986 model plus A/C. 

For more information please contact Tel. 644428 
between 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 


DUTY UNPAID 

1 . TOYOTA pick-up 4 WD double cabin diesel 2 
PCS 1985 and 1 PC 1987. 

2. TOYOTA CRESSIDA 1985, 106000 km, new 
engine, AC, dark gray metallic, excellent 
condition. 

Payment in US dollars only. 

Phone 644154 from 9 a.m. till 2 p.m. 




FOR SALE 

Volvo 343 DL 1978 model 
DUTY UNPAID 

Very reliable. JD 500 or best offer 

Phone: Irbid 271100 ext 3298 or 3080 





Must be American or English origin 
Good salary and benefits 
No experience needed 

Tel: 810027 between 8-1 p.m. 


THE SPANISH CULTURAL CENTRE 

Announces that a three month training course in 
Spanish will start on 25-9-1989, and that registration 
for the course will open Sept. 11, 1989. The centre 
offers training at all levels at the rate of three classes 
a week: On Saturdays;. Mondays, and Wednesdays. 

For more information please call the Spanish 
Cultural Centre, Jabai Amman — First Circle, 
Tel. 624049. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT— 

A deluxe furnished apartment in Jabai Amman in a quiet location 
between 3rd &4th circles. Consisting of 3 bedrooms, large salon 
and dining room, big family sitting room, glassed-in veranda, big 
kitchen with panoramic view, two bathrooms. All carpeted, 
coloured T.V., separate telephone, hot water and centrally 
heated. 

Contact telephone 642643. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, one sitting room, dining room, living room, 
three bathrooms, telephone, garage. 

Location: Shmeisani. 

Call tel. 666880, between 8-6 


Amerid^League basebaljl roundup: 

NEW YORK (AP)"i?ave Stewart must be wondering what it’s 
going to take to winortrrnore game. So is Dennis Eckersley. 

For the second strrignfinie, Eckersley blew a chance in the 
ninth inning for Stewart’s 2QQvvictory of the season and 100th of 
his career. And for the seconUsbaight time, Eckersley wound up 
with the victory when Dave Heftdehpp got the winning hit for the 
Oakland Athletics. \\ 

Henderson hit a tiebreaking angift^tf^he 10th inning Monday 
night as the A’s beat the Cleveland Indrg/a^l. Oakland ended a 
three-game losing streak and stayed 2 W, games ahead in the 
American League West. \\ 

“With Eck coining in the game, there’s almast\100 per cent 
chance he’s going to close it out,” said Stewart, o^Wtory away 
from' his third straight 20-win season. “There was no'dqubt in my 
mind he would do it." \\ 

Bur as was the case last Wednesday against Milwaukee, 
Eckersley gave up a ninth-inning, tying home run and left Si£wa*t 
with no decision. The A’s won that game on Henderson’s homfcr^ 
in the bottom of the ninth. ' i 

“After what I did to him the last time, it’s like, what am I going 
to do? What can I say? He knows I’m out there trying." Eckersley 
said. 


Red Sox 6, Bine Jays 3 

The Boston Red Sox, unable to defeat Toronto at home since. 
1987, beat the first-place Blue Jays as Nick Esa&ky homered 
during a five-run third inning. 

Toronto had its three-game winning streak stopped and its lead 
in the American League East cut to two games over Baltimore. 
The Red Sox won their fourth straight and pulled to 81c back. 

White Sox 4 , Royals 2 

Reliever Jeff Montgomery’s throwing error helped the Chicago 
White Sox rally for three runs in the ninth inning and beat Kansas 
City, dropping the Royals 3 (games back in the American League 
West). 

Kansas City fell farther behind first-place Oakland, which beat 
Cleveland 4-2 in 10 innings. California won and stayed in second 
place. 2Vi games back. 

Angels 6, Twins 3 

Bert Blyleven pitched eight strong innings and the California 
Angels remained 2 Vi games back in the American League West, 
beating the Minnesota Twins. 

ChUi Davis hit a three-run homer as California won for the 
eighth time in 1 1 games and kept pace with first-place Oakland! 
The Twins were mathematically eliminated from the race. 

Blyleven, 16-4, gave up one run on seven hits, including Kent 
Hrbek's 200th career homer, and beat his former teammates for 
the second time this season. 

Rangers 5, Mariners 2 

Fred Manrique’s tiebreaking, two-run double in the eighth 
inning sent the Texas Rangers over the Seattle Mariners. 

Rexas' Nolan Ryan got a no-decision, giving up two runs oh 
three hits in 7 1-3 innings. The all-time strikeout leader fanned 
just two, his lowest total since Aug. IS, 1988. 

National League baseball roundup 

NEW YORK (AP) — Luis Salazar had an advantage the rest of 
his teammates lacked. He had batted against Frank Viola before 
in the American League. 

“I knew that when there are men on base, he goes to offspeed 
pitches and I waited for one,” Salazar said. “1 had a couple of hits 
the last time I faced him.” 

Salazar hit an offspeed pitch for a two-run homer to cap a 
four-run fifth inning Monday night that wiped out a three-run 
deficit and started the Chicago Cubs to a wild 10-6 victory over 
the New York Mets. 


A. ROYAL SWEDISH 
SMORGASBORD 
BUFFET 

WILL BE FEATURED NIGHTLY 
AT THE CROWN ROTISSERIE 
FROM WEDNESDAY 20TH TILL 
MONDAY 25TH OF SEPTEMBER 89 
ATJD 15.00 PER PERSON 
PLUS 10% GOVERNMENT TAX 
AND 10% SERVICE CHARGE 

FOR RESERVATIONS PLEASE CALL 641361 EXT. 5 

H0TELJ0RKW INTERr CONTINENTAL 



-FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT-. 

Modem three-bedrooms apartment overlooking Abdoun valley 
near Jordan Supermarket. Thee are also, two bathrooms, 
modem kitchen, living-dining room, wall to wall carpet, storage 
place, two balconies, wall closets, pictures, separate heating 
system and a telephone. The apartment is close to the shopping 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, L-shaped sitting and dining room, one bath- 
room, modem kitchen, wall to wall carpet, separate heating 
system. The apartment is close to the shopping area. 
Location: Near Omaymah Shopping Centre. Alrasheed district. 

For information please call phone No. 845277 after 3 
pjn. 


Cinema 




Tel: 677420 


Cinema 




Tel: 675571 


Cinema 






SUMMER JOB 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 5:15, &30. 8:30, 10:30 


Tel: 677420 
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Phnom Penh honours 
departing Vietnamese 


PENH (Agencies) - 

Cambodia s-iulers decorated de- 
g_rting Vietnamese military 
ctaefe Tuesday and praised Viet- 
nam s 11-year occupation as 
oumanitanan” because it stop- 
ped massacres by Cambodia’s 
former rulers, the Khmer Rouge. 

m a ceremony, authorities pre- 
sent«J the Angkor Order to com- 
manders of the eight army, navy 
a™. aiT force units that are to 
oegm leaving Thursday in what 
says will be the pullout 
of its last 26,000 troops. 

Ghea Sim, number two of 
Phnom Penh’s ruling Communist 
Party, pinned medals on the offic- 
ers _ before delivering a speech 
praising them for having toppled 
die fanatical Communist Khmer 
Rouge in late 1978. 

“The presence of the Viet- 
namese in Cambodia during the 
last 10 years is a legal act and 
hu m anitarian aid,” he said of the 
intervention condemned by many 
non-Communist nations as a 
violation of international law and 
the United Nations Charter. 

The Khmer Rouge killed peo- 
ple. The people were scared ail 
the time,” he said. “The presence 
of the Vietnamese troops in Cam- 
bodia bas saved Cambodian 
lives." 

The Khmer Rouge is blamed 
for the deaths of hundreds of 


thousands of people during its 
nearly four-year experiment in 
creating a “pure” peasant 
society. 

It now is the largest member of 
the three-party guerrilla coalition 
fighting the Vietnamese and the 
Phnom Penh government they 
installed days after the invasion. 

Fighting could escalate sharply 
as the Phnom Penh forces stand 
alone against the Khmer Rouge 
after the Vietnamese pullout. 

Chea Sim, also president of the 
National Assembly, said the 
guerrillas still oppose his govern- 
ment although it has amended the 
constitution, overseen the Viet- 
namese pullout, and tried to find 
a political settlement. 

Chea Sim spoke a day after 
Prime Minister Hun Sen flew to 
Bangkok to try to revive the 
peace process with officials in 
Thailand, which backs tbe guer- 
rillas fighting his government 

A Foreign Ministry official said 
Hun Sen, who is to meet Thai 
Prime Minister Chatichai 
Choonbavan, was expected back 
from Thailand Tuesday or 
Wednesday. 

Chea Sim urged foreign 
countries to stop arming Cambo- 
dian guerrillas, saying they would 
be responsible for any increased 
bloodshed. 


“When all the Vietnamese 
troops withdraw from our coun- 
try, the biggest problem re- 
maining... is that the international 
community must urgently take 
action to prevent awl war," be 
said. 

“Many of the countries who 
have condemned the Vietnamese 
troop presence and which give 
military aid to (the Khmer 
Rouge) are above all responsible 
for the danger of future civil 
war.” 

Vietnam has promised to pull 
out its last 26,000 soldiers from 
Cambodia between Thursday and 
Sept. 26. 

(Tiina is the main arms supplier 
of the Khmer Rouge, the biggest 
of three guerrilla groups fighting 
along the Cambodian-Thai 
border. 

T hailan d, Singapore, the Un- 
ited States, Britain and France 
give assistance to two smaller, 
non-Communist groups. 

Hon Sen's trip td Thailand was 
hastily arranged as Vietnamese 
soldiers made final preparations 
for a mass exodus from Cambo- 
dia by land, air, sea and river. 

Bangkok has played a key role 
in the decade-long conflict by 
providing the guerrillas sanctuary 
and permitting foreign arms sup- 
plies to be transported to them 
across Thai territory. 


At least 19 dead in Hurricane 
Hugo’s Caribbean rampage 


SAN JUAN (R) — Hurricane 
Hugo headed towards the Baha- 
mas and the U.S.. mainland Tues- 
day after a rampage through the 
Caribbean that killed at least 19 
people and left tens of thousands 
homeless. 

- “There was some devastating 
damage to Puerto Rico, the worst 
in 50 years,” a Puerto Rican 
official in Washington said. 

Hugo battered Puerto Rico, 
the most populous of a dozen 
islands hit by what officials said 
was the strongest hurricane this 
decade in the Eastern Caribbean, 
with winds of more than 200 
kilometres-per-hour Monday. It 
ripped roofs off homes, caused 
heavy damage to hotels, over- 
turned can and flooded roads. 

Tourists who came to Puerto 
Rico for its sunny beaches and 
busy casinos bad to ride out the 
storm huddled in hotel lobbies. 
Windows were blown out and 
ground floors flooded in Luxury 
hotels in San Juan's Condado 
beach district, Puerto Rico's main 
tourist centre. 


Damage estimates varied 
widely. 

Ron Walker, spokesman for 
Puerto Rico's resident commis- 
sioner in Washington, said Hugo 
caused the worst property dam- 
age in the island in half a century. 
He said it probably made several 
hundred thousand people home- 
less and was known to have killed 
at least six. 

But Governor Rafael Heman- 
dez-Colon was quoted by Puerto 
Rican radio stations as estimating 
that about 30,000 people lost 
their homes. 

Looters stole goods from dam- 
aged stores and supermarkets and 
at least 10 people were arrested, 
authorities said. 

Forecasters said Hugo's cur- 
rent path could take it into the 
tiny Turks and Caicos islands, the 
Bahamas and eventually to the 
east coast of the United States 
between Florida and the Caro- 
tin as. 

At Cape Canaveral on Flor- 
ida's middle Atlantic coast. 


NASA officials said they would 
decide on Tuesday if Hugo would 
force postponement of the Oct. 
12 launch of the space shuttle 
Atlantic. 

Hugo struck Puerto Rico, a 
U.S. co mm onwealth with a 
population of 33 million, a day 
after tearing through the French 
island of Guadeloupe where it 
killed five people, injured dozens 
and made 10,000 to 12.000 home- 
less. 

Hugo caused widespread dam- 
age from Guadeloupe north 
along a 640- kilometre arc of is- 
lands. Six people were reported 
<lead in Montserrat and two in 
Antigua. 

Authorities on Montserrat said 
most buildings in the British col- 
ony were severely damaged, and 
amateur radio operators relayed 
reports that nearly all the 12,000 
residents lost their homes. The 
Royal Navy frigate Alacrity 
reached Montserrat with 
emergency supplies, the reports 
said. 


De Klerk to bring ‘new 
style, decisive reform* 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa has promised its 
people a new style of government 
and a period of decisive reform 
when F.W. de Klerk is sworn in 
as the republic's president 
Wednesday. 

Top of his agenda will be nego- 
tiations with tbe black majority 
and boosting the country's bat- 
tered economy, state-run radio 
South Africa said Tuesday in a 
daily commentary which voices 
government policy. 

But no quick solution can be 
expected for the country core 
problem, the radio said. 

De Klerk, 53, winner of a 
power struggle with ex-President 
P.W. Botha and head of the 
long-governing National Party 


which won elections Sept. 6, is to 
be sworn in as president in a 
Pretoria church Wednesday. 

His supporters see him as a 
cautious reformer determined to 
get to grips with South Africa's 
problems but not given to sweep- 
ing change in order to integrate 
blacks into the white-run estab- 
lishment. 

“The problems facing constitu- 
tional reform cannot be resolved 
overnight," the radio commen- 
tary said. 

“But as a hew administration 
takes over tomorrow, it does so 
with tbe promise of a new style of 
government that will lead South 
Africa into a period not only of 
decisive reform but also of renew- 
al in tbe political and economic 


life of the country,” it said. 

De Klerk’s critics question 
whether the pace of reform will 
satisfy the voteless black majority 
or ease foreign pressures for 
more economic sanctions against 
South Africa. 

South Africa’s leading news- 
paper for blacks, the Sowetan, 
Tuesday gave de Klerk credit for 
having strong nerves. 

The paper referred to de 
Klerk's decision last week to 
allow a series of protest marches 
.in South African cities which 
would normally be banned. 

“But that will not remove the 
demand by an ever-growing num- 
ber of people for a united, non- 
racial, democratic South Africa," 
the Sowetan added. 


Teenager releases hostages 


MCKEE, Kentucky (AP) — An 
armed teenager stalked into a 
high school classroom, fired a 
shot at the ceiling and took 11 
classmates hostage Monday, 
police and witnesses said. After a 
day-long standoff, he released 
them all and surrendered. 

' Several shots were fired, but no 
one was injured in the confronta- 
tion. police said. 

Nearly 500 other students in- 
dde Jackson County high school 
were evacuated after the incident 
around 9:50 a.m. (1350 
GMT), the state police and local 
law enforcement officials said. 

’ The youth, Dustin Pierce, whose 
jinJy request to police was to speak 
a his father, told his hostages he did 
lot want to hurt anyone. The last 
•wo hostages were freed shortly 
ifter 5 p.m. (2100 GMT), and the 
senager gave up about an hour 
rnd a half later, authorities said. 

The state police declined to 
dentify the hostage-taker, but 
iassmates said he was a 17-year- 
jid student at tbe school. McKee 
s a town of 550 people about 80 
djometres southeast of Lexing- 
on. in the Appalachian foothills. 

The teen, who released his 
tostages throughout the day in 


exchange for items such as pizza, 
soft drinks and cigarettes, “said 
he wasn't going to hurt nobody.” 
according to Craig Eveisole, a 
classmate who was one of the 
hostages. “He said he wasn’t 
going to shoot nobody.” 

Police trooper Ed Robinson 
said the hostage-taker was armed 
with a shotgun, a .357-caliber 
Magnum revolver and “some 
type of automatic pistol.” Ever- 
soie identified the other weapons 
as a .44-caliber Magnum and a 
12-gauge shotgun. 

Robinson also said Pierce 
apparently had held one hostage 
overnight — the son of school 
principal Betty Bond. He said the 
two boys arrived at school in the 
younger Bond's red pickup, and 
it appeared that the armed youth 
had been holding the principal's 
son since the night before. 

It was not dear why the youth 
took over the dassroom. Author- 
ities described him as a newcomer 
to the school who was living with 
his grandparents, but some stu- 
dents said they had known him 
for years. 

Police captain John Ule said 
the boy’s parents are separated. 


Robinson said the student’s 
first request had been to speak 
with his father who lives in Flor- 
ida and was contacted. He later 
asked to talk with his grandpa- 
rents. 

Eversole, 15, said he was in the 
classroom when the armed youth 
came through the door after re- 
portedly finng a shot in the 
school parking lot. 

“He never said nothing,” Ever- 
sole said. “He shot the ceiling 
and told the teacher to leave and 
let two rows of students leave. 
...He didn't say nothing, why he 
was doing it or nothing.” 

Robinson said the boy 
appeared relatively calm, but 
fired one shot at a news helicop- 
ter. A state police spokesman in 
Frankfort later denied that shots 
were fired at tbe helicopter. 

“You could see he didn’t really 
want to hurt anybody. They were 
all his friends. But Fm sure he 
needs help,” deputy county 
coroner Don Johnson said. 

“The tittle town we live in — 
you just don't have things like 
this happening here, but it seems 
like it can happen anywhere 
now,” Johnson said. 



Two little Bogota girls on their way to school pass the state coffee bank which was destroyed by a bomb blast befieved to have been carried out 
by henchmen of drug barons. 

Bogota bombings unabated; 
Barco urges national unity 


COLOMBIA (Agencies) — Colombia continues to 
be wracked by almost daily bombings as drug 
traffickers resist a government crackdown and 
President Virgilio Barco has urged Colombians to 
join the crusade against drurgs. 


Two bombs exploded Monday 
night in Bogota. One, at a shop- 
ping centre, injured a child, a 
man and woman, the Colombian 
radio chain RCN said in a report 
from the scene. 

A man was seen placing the 
bomb in a pile of garbage bags in 
front of a store, witnesses told an 
RCN reporter. 

The other bomb was thrown 
from a car at a substation of the 
government-owned telephone 
company, a spokesman for the 
national police said. 

A guard shot one of several 
men placing that bomb, and the 
wounded man and several com- 
panions fled in a car moments 
before the dynamite exploded, 
the police spokesman said. 

Security was tight at the U.S. 


embassy in Bogota, hit by a 
shoulder-fired rocket that did not 
explode and caused only superfi- 
cial damage. 

Six bombs exploded Sunday, 
three in Cali and three in Bogota. 

A total of 47 bombings have 
injured 121 people in three 
weeks. No one has claimed re- 
sponsibility, but the government 
assumes all were the work of drag 
traffickers. 

“Colombia's enemies are 
trying to break society's bade 
through violence,” Barco said in 
a statement Monday. 

“Never before was national 
partdpation in this struggle so 
necessary. Unity against the com- 
mon enemy — the criminal inter- 
national drug trafficking orga- 
nisation — must come before die 


natural differences that exist be- 
tween good Colombians. 

“Now is not die time for oppor- 
tunism, egotism, or the defence 
of private interests against tbe 
supreme interests of the nation. It 
is the hour of greatness,” Barco 
said. 

The president called the crack- 
down on drug barons he 
announced a month ago “a cru- 
sade for democracy and peace in 
which every citizen must be a 
combatant for morality and the 
fatherland.” 

Traffickers are believed to be 
using bomb in hopes of forcing 
the government into dropping an 
emergency decree under which 
they can be extradited to tbe 
United States. 

The domestic news agency Col- 
prensa said a Bogota judge had 
issued an arrest warrant for the 
head of an Israeli security firm 
alleged to have aided drug lords. 

It said Yair Klein, head of the 
Hod Hahanft (spearhead) secur- 
ity company, was charged with 
criminal conspiracy. 


Tbe report, which a Justice 
Ministry spokeswoman said she 
could not confirm, said a warrant 
had also been issued for another 
Israeli identified as Arik Acer. 

Klein, a former army colonel 
who is back in Israel, has said be. 
provided “self-defence” training 
to farmers in Colombia but has 
denied any links to drag traf- 
fickers. 

In Bogota, the church has ex- 
pressed scepticism over calls for 
negotiations to end violence. 

“I don't see bow there can be 
any dialogue or conversations 
with people whose mentality is 
one of violence, whose attitude is 
arrogant and who support them- 
selves on the baas of immoral- 
ity," Cardinal Mario Revollo 
Bravo told reporters at an im- 
promptu news conference as he 
left a church meeting in Bogota 
Sunday. 

The statement by Revollo Bra- 
vo was the strongest yet by the 
church against the drag traf- 
fickers. 


Deng 
returns 
from the 
‘dead’ 


PEKING (AP) — China's senior 
Deng Xiaoping Tuesday joked 
about foreign reports of his death 
— and how the fact that he 
proved to be alive had helped the 
Hong Kong stock exchange. 

Deng, 85. also told Japanese 
lawmaker Masayoshi Ito that 
among the politicians be most 
respected were Richard Nixon, 
Heiuy Kissinger and Japan’s for- 
mer Prime Minister Kafcuei Tana- 
ka, men who led the way in 
improving their countries’ rela- 
tions with China. 

The meeting at tbe Great Hall 
of the People was the second for 
China’s redusive leader in three 
days. Last Saturday Deng 
appeared in public for the first 
time in three months when he 
held talks with Chinese- Amer- 
ican physicist T.D. Lee. 

Deng’s re-emergence after the 
long absence has, for the mo- 
ment, dispelled speculation that 
he is gravely ill with cancer and 
may not have long to live. 

Ito, who heads Japan's parlia- 
mentarians league for Jap an -Chi- 
na friendship, opened the meet- 
ing by commenting that Deng 
appeared to be in the same good 
health as when they met a year 
ago, despite reports that he was 
seriously ill. 

Deng laughingly replied that 
the foreign mass media had 
already declared him dead or 
very sick. 



Deng Xiaoping 

Such reports caused the Hong 
Kong stock market to fall, he 
said, adding that tbe market had 
recovered when be reappeared 
Saturday with Lee, a Nobel prize- 
winning physicist. 

“In reality I have always been 
healthy,” Deng said. 

Yoshiro Hayashi. a liberal 
Democratic Party lawmaker and 
member of the delegation, pro- 
vided details of the meeting to the 
Japanese press. . 

Deng praised tbe “high politic- 
al consciousness” of Noon, Kis- 
singer and Tanaka, who helped 
bring about the normalisatiou of 
relations with China even though 
China was then in the throes of 
tbe leftist cultural revolution. 

Kissinger, then National Secur- 
ity Council (NSC) adviser, made 
a secret trip to Peking m 1971 to 
set the stage for Nixon's dramatic 
visit in February 1972. 

Tanaka, who like Nixon was 
later to be forced out of office by 
scandal, travelled to China in 
September 1972 to normalise re- 
lations between the two coun- 
tries. 


Was or wasn’t 
Yeltsin inebriated? 


WASHINGTON ( AP) — The 
American who sponsored 
Boris N. Yeltsin's tour of Un- 
ited States denies accusations 
published by a Soviet newspap- 
er that the Communist Party 
maverick was publidy drunk 
for much of die trip. 

“If there was any problem 
with Yeltsin, it was jet lag,” 
said Jim Garrison, executive 
director of the Esalen Institute 
Soviet-American Exchange 
programme, which sponsored 
the nine-day, 11-dty tour. 
“Most of the time he was cold 
sober.” 

Pravda, organ of the Soviet 
Communist Party Central 
Committee, Monday reprinted 
an article from die Italian 
newspaper La Republics saying 
Yeltsin was repeatedly drank 
during the tour and squan- 
dered his lecture fees shop- 
ping. 

Yeltsin “leaves behind him a 
wake of catastrophic prophe- 
cies, insane expenses, inter- 
views, and above all foe per- 
fume of Jack Daniels black 
label,” said the article, trans- 
lated into Russian. 

Pravda did not comment on 
the article, but advertised it in 
a front-page box thatsaid Yelt- 
sin found the United States “a 
holiday, a stage, a bar 5,000 
kilometres long.” 

Yeltsin, interviewed as he 
arrived back in Moscow from 
tbe trip, called the report “gar- 
bage.” 

“It's a simple lie, slander 
and revenge; for the fact that 
Americans received us with 


admiration,” he said, flushing 
with ..anger. 

While in the United States, 
Yeltsin said President Mikhail 
S. Gorbachev had made mis- 
takes and faced a potential 
revolution from Soviet citizens 
dissatisfied with the pace of 
reform. 

Yeltsin was dumped from his 
job as Moscow party chief and 
his post on the ruling Politburo 
for making similar comments 
in late 1987. But Moscow vo- 
ters overwhelmingly elected 
him to the newly constituted 
Congress of People's Deputies 
in March. 

Before leaving the United 
States, Yeltsin “predicted the 
knives would be out on his 
return,” said Garrison, who 
accompanied him throughout 
the tour. 

“What Pravda has done is 
for political motivations,” said 
Garrison. 

Asked to comment on re- 
ports that Yeltsin drank a bot- 
tle and a half of whiskey the 
night before he spoke in Balti- 
more last Tuesday, Garrison 
said: 

“He certainly did not finish 
off a bottle and a half of Jack 
Daniels. The entire delegation 
of five Soviets drank a bottle. 

. But for five Soviet men to 
drink a bottle of Jade Daniels, 
that's normal. That's the cul- 
ture. Soviets tend to drink a 
lot.” 

Yeltsin suffered from jet lag 
and a hectic schedule, and by 
the time he spoke in Balti- 
more, said Garrison, “He had 
not slept for three nights.'* 


U.N. shifts focus to global issues 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
With the "cold war” apparently 
drawing to an end, the confronta- 
tional debates that once marked 
the United Nations General 
Assembly are giving way to dis- 
cussion of more global issues such 
as drugs, environment and tbe 
world economy. 

These problems are expected 
to dominate much of the debate 
among major powers as well as 
the Third World majority in tbe 
assembly, which formally opens 
its 44th session Tuesday. 

Nevertheless, serious regional 
conflicts remain unresolved. The 
more than 150 resolutions before 
the assembly reflect the world 
body’s concern with Afghanistan, 
Cambodia, Central America, 
Lebanon, the Israeli-Palestmian 


conflict, and tbe Gulf. 

In Africa, tbe biggest U.N. 
peacekeeping operation in de- 
cades, to supervise Namibia's 
transition to independence from 
South Africa, readies a climax 
during the session with elections 
for a constituent assembly set for 
November. 

The United nations has more 
than 6,000 troops, police and 
civilians involved in the operation 
which costs more than $400 mil- 
lion, in addition to the U.N.'s 
regular budget of over $800 mil- 
lion. 

“Anything could happen 
there,” one Western diplo mat 
su'd. “Every week it’s a miracle 
to get to the end of it without 
something else happening.” 


First on the agenda Tuesday is 
tbe election of Nigeria's U.N. 
ambassador, Joseph Garba, 46, a 
former foreign minister, as 
assembly president. 

The presidency rotates among 
the U.N. five regional groups and 
Garba was the unanimous choice 
of African states. He succeeds 
Dante Caputo, former foreign 
minister of Argentina, elected 
last year as Latin America’s rep- 
resentative. 

The annual general debate, 
when beads of state, prime minis- 
ters and foreign ministers deliver 
major speeches, begins next 
Monday with a heavy Latin Amer- 
ican representation and a pre- 
sentation from U.S. President 
George Bush. 


The United States, Britain, 
Brazil and Colombia and other ’ 

nations are all expected to call for . 

worldwide action to curtail inter- I 
national drug trafficking. '< 

The environment will be the 
main topic of British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher's 
speech when she comes to the 
assembly next month. 

However, global action to pro- 
tect the environment will not be 
die preserve of the wealthier na- 
tions. 

The non-aligned countries have 
already made it clear they will 
propose an annual fund to protect 
die environment as well as de- 
mand action to ease the $1.3 
trillion debt burden of developing 
countries. 
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Thames race 
moves to Chicagi 

CHICAGO < AP) — Crew 
from Oxford and Cambndj 
versifies rowed past the 
Tower and Wrigtey build 
they moved their 160-y< 
rowing rivalry front the 
Thames to the Chicago 
The event’s organiser, 
Mowbray, originally wantt 
ford to complete against t 
west team, but when be it 
no local teams could maid 
land’s talent, he contacted 
bridge. Oxford's nine-mar 
won Saturday’s race by les 
half a length, thought it w 
count in the official win-k 
cord compiled since 1829 
victories for Cambridge am 
Oxford, which has won 14 
last 15 matches. Tbe Cbicag 
was 3.2 kilometres, abou 
that of London's, and i 
hairpin turn that prompted . 
gered start. It was the firs 
tbe British universities race* 
other in the United States 
official races are held in Ma 
the Thames. As the Oxforc 
stepped up to collect 
trophies, they hoisted thci 
, swain — or steerman or 
' shoulders and tossed him in 
river. "I did a good job, so 
why," said Martin Watts, 
London, as he pulled hints 
and wrung himself out. 

Wrong number — 
right friendship 

AKRON. Ohio (AP) — F 
years ago Leonard Brow 
Swindon, England, meant t 
the offices of a Chicago maj 
to say he had not receivi 
latest edition. Instead, h 
Marilyn Carroll in Unit. 
Park, Pennsylvania, 
answered the call while wt 
as a switchboard operat 
Pennsylvania State Univt 
and after polite imroductio 
two continued talking. B 
now 81, this month travel! 
his phone-pal's borne in / 
and has spent the past two 1 
getting to know her am 
husband, Tom Hannon. *T 1 
ring her up every so often t 
out how she was getting : 
There was no regular in 
between calls,” said Bren 
retired British railway wt 
“It was just that I liked her 
and she sounded very nice < 
phone and so wc kept it up 
said. “After a while, the 
a tors would recognise his 
and say to me, it’s youi 
Brown',” said Mrs. Harmt 

Rare whale dies 

VALLEJO, California (A1 
The second of two rare bt 
whales that beached them; 
died Monday after a recoi 
days in captivity, officia 
Marine World-Africa USA 
Hundreds of volunteers 
helped care for the young m 
mammals, which had neve 
fore survived in captivity, 
whale that died Monday. Al> 
der, was found Aug. 24 on C 
Beach in San Francisco w 
second beaked whale that 
named Nicholas. Alexandei 
been suffering from pneum 
but Marine World Presi 
Mike Demetrios said the 
cause of death will not be ki 
pending final results of a ne 
py and pathology teste. “H 
the same thing the other did 
before it died,” said Deme 
“He began swimming very r 
ly around the pool." Nic 
died of a severe case of pne 
nia Sept. 8. Alexander had 
eating well and was given a 
of antibiotics Sunday night, s 
volunteer was in the pool wit 
whale when it died, he 
Marine researchers bad no 
peeled them to survive their 
night In captivity. Resean 
have not yet been able to v 
which of 18 species of be 
whale Nicholas and Alexa 
were. 
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